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Beloved, 

Greetings in Christ! I give God thanks for you, and I pray for you constantly, praying that you thrive 

in faith and in spirit. 

The other day, Facebook reminded me of a post I made one snowy day in 2014 in North Carolina. I 

had been out early before the sun could melt any of it away, and marveled at all the critter tracks 

that were printed in the snow! It wasn’t unusual to see a few deer on Mom and Dad’s property, but 

the quantity and variety of animal prints that morning was quite surprising. It reminded me that I 

shared a home with a forest-full of God’s creatures. 

I had forgotten my sense of wonder at the natural world, which tells me that it is definitely time for 

a sabbatical! I’ll do that next year. But I pose this question to you: do you look around you in awe of 

God’s glory? In his Institutes of the Christian Religion, John Calvin argues: 

 [God] revealed himself and daily discloses himself in the whole workmanship of the           

universe…so clear[ly] and prominent[ly]…To be sure, there is need of art and of [sciences]…

God’s providence shows itself more explicitly when one observes these.* 

He also argues that we cannot plead ignorance of God when we are surrounded with the glories of 

God’s creation. We are inherently connected to all of creation: soil, water, plants, animals, and 

other  humans. The sense and awareness of being connected to a broader world—even one you 

might only see evidence of in freshly fallen snow—is an important part of our spiritual health. The 

sense that one is connected to the earth and to the God who created it; that one is connected to 

others; that one is connected to oneself—by tending to this connectedness, we nurture our       

spiritual health.  

And so, I invite you to look around at least every day and marvel at the beauty and wonder of God’s 

creation, and ponder your own place within it. May you be blessed by that awareness. 

In Christ, 

Rev. Susan 

*Volume I, Book 1, chapter V 



 

 

 

Food Pantry 

***$33.11*** 

This is the current cost of a Food Pantry bag, on a good week for sale 

items, including tax. I decided to check this out last week when a     

member of Kiwanis handed me a $20 bill and I thanked him, remarking 

that it would buy about half a bag. He reopened his wallet and said, "Buy 

a whole one!" as he handed me another $20.There are always donations in the Food Pantry 

basket when the Club members leave. They use our facilities and also participate in 

our work.                                                                                                                               

The staples we provide make the foundation of one or two weeks' meals for an individual or 

a small family, with the addition of whatever fresh items they have available. If there are 

more in the household, it does not go as far, of course.                                                                    

We have distributed 45 bags during January, running out of food once despite having 15 

prepared. Several of you have contributed food and there have been a number of financial 

donations, both of which are keeping this ministry solvent, but not flush. Thank you to all 

who make this possible! The folks who come for assistance are so very appreciative.                                                                                                            

Thank you to the people who have helped, and those who have offered to help, with packing 

bags; it is a big job, some weeks. I will be calling on you all again! Thank you also for    

keeping this ministry in your prayers and on your shopping lists! ~Donna Gautier 

                    

 

 

 

 

Thanks to your generosity, our congregation gave $655 to the PC(USA) Christmas Joy Special 

Offering. Through the Christmas Joy Offering, we celebrate church leaders among us- past, 

present, and future- who have pointed and continue to point us to God. By supporting this 

Offering, we help provide critical financial assistance to current and retired church workers and 

their families in their time of need while also developing our future leaders in the church and in 

the world. 50% of the Offering goes to supporting past and present leaders while the other 50% 

prepares the way for future leaders by making it possible for students to learn and grow in faith 

at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities of color. 

The Angel Tree Angels 

Thanks to you and your gifts to the Samaritan Ministry Fund, eleven 

families can breathe a sigh of relief. They will have water, electric 

service, and gas heat when needed. 

A mother of six (diagnosed with early onset dementia) will, with help 

from her adult children, be able to stay in her home.  

Jesus' words remind us that we are to be our brother's keepers, and 

that when we help the needy, the sick, the hurt, and the 

downtrodden, we are serving Him.  

You listened well. Thank you, First Presbyterian members and 

friends.  

~Bill Werts  



CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP 

     The FPC book club will hold the regularly  

     scheduled meeting on February 9th at 2:00 pm. The 

book selection that we will be discussing will be Jon Meacham's new book And There 

Was Light: Abraham Lincoln and the American Struggle. In his book, Meacham gives a 

new portrait of a very human Lincoln. It tells the story of Lincoln from his birth on the 

Kentucky frontier in 1809 to his leadership during the Civil War to his tragic 

assassination in 1865.       

Our book selection for the month of March is a book about the women nurses during 

World War II entitled And if I Perish: Frontline US Army Nurses in WWII by Evelyn M. 

Monahan and Rosemary Neidel-Greenlee. For more than a half century, the story of 

women nurses in WWII remained untold. After years of research and interviews, the 

authors have written a narrative that brings to light the role that women nurses 

played through out the war. 

The book selection for April is Talking to Strangers: What We Should Know about the 

People We Don't Know by Malcolm Gladwell. Gladwell, also author of the best selling 

book Outliers, offers an examination of our interactions                                          

with strangers and why they often go wrong. He argues                                            

that some things are very wrong with the strategies we                                             

use to make sense of people we don't know and the                                                           

resulting conflict and misunderstanding. 

Come join us for a stimulating conversation about                                              

interesting reads. ~Millie Murphy 

 

The Presbyterian Women’s Bible Study meets on the second Sunday at 4:00 pm and 

the second Tuesday at 11:00 am. Both groups meet in 

the Parlor Room.  

This year’s book, Celebrating Sabbath by Carol Bechtel 

has proven interesting from the very start. Even if you 

haven’t had a chance to join us yet, you are always 

welcome. Please join us. 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

FPC BOOK CLUB 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

We have been invited to join the PC(USA) 

churches in our area on February 22 for 

a joint worship service at Eatonton 

Presbyterian Church to begin the season 

of Lent. This is a great chance to get to know our 

Presbyterian siblings and strengthen the ties with 

Eatonton, Greensboro, Monticello, and Union Point. 

Dinner will be served at 5:00, and  Worship will 

be at 6:00. Look for more details in the bulletin as 

we near Lent. 

Imposition of ashes on 

Ash Wednesday at 

12:15pm in the sanctuary.  

 



MISSION AND MINISTRY 
                                                                                                                              

Thanks to your generosity of time and money, we continue to make 

sandwiches for the Milly Free Fridge each month. Join us Sunday, February 

26th to help feed our neighbors and ourselves.  

Please bring any of the following: Sliced 

bread, lunch meat, jelly, fresh fruit, 

prepackaged snacks, bottled drinks. We will 

provide condiments and labeling materials. 

Thank you! 

   

 

          

Samaritan  

Ministry 

The Samaritan Ministry help is scheduled for 

February 21 at 9:30 am. Please consider giving 

regularly to this mission as we often have many 

people who are in need each month. Also please 

consider giving of your time once a month. Bill 

would appreciate the company. Thank you for 

helping to make that happen. 

 

 

    Food Pantry staples list: 
Canned soups, canned ravioli, 
canned ham, tuna, salmon, 
and chicken; boxed mac & 

cheese, pasta noodles, grits, 
oatmeal, and/or cereal; 

peanut butter & jelly; canned 
spaghetti sauce, fruit, and 

vegetables            
Reminder: SERRV items on the table at 

the corner entrance of the church are still 

for sale. Expenses have been met, so all 

income will go to support our local 

missions, Food Pantry and Samaritan Fund. 

Make your check payable to the church, 

designated SERRV. 

Volunteers making 
sandwiches in 
January 2023              



                   

           
                  February     

   

5  9:30 Sunday School    

10:00 Puppets                                                                    

11:00 Worship Service  

FBLive & WKZR102.3FM     

2:00 S.T.A.R.S               

3:00 Youth Choir/Group                   

6      

 

7 9:30-10:30                   

Food Pantry                

12:00 Kiwanis          

Luncheon                       

12 9:30 Sunday School    

10:00 Puppets                                                                    

11:00 Readings and Hymn 

Festival 12:00 Soup and 

Sandwich Luncheon                       

2:00 S.T.A.R.S               

3:00 Youth Choir/Group  

4:00 PW Bible Study              

13 6:30 PFLAG                                                          

 

14  9:30-10:30                    

Food Pantry and Samaritan 

Ministry                          

11:00 PW Bible Study                                               

12:00 Kiwanis Luncheon   

2:00 Matthew 25 Book 

Study                        

19 9:30 Sunday School      

10:00 Puppets             

11:00  Worship Service 

FBLive & WKZR102.3FM  

2:00 S.T.A.R.S               

3:00 Youth Choir/Group               

20 

 

21                                       

9:30-10:30                     

Food  Pantry                        

12:00 Kiwanis Luncheon  

2:00 Matthew 25 Book 

Study                                                                                                                                                       

26  9:30 Sunday School      

10:00 Puppets             

11:00  Worship Service 

FBLive & WKZR102.3FM  

12:00 Milly Free Fridge   

2:00 S.T.A.R.S               

3:00 Youth Choir/Group              

27 

 

28                                      

9:30-10:30                     

Food Pantry                                     

12:00 Kiwanis Luncheon    

2:00 Matthew 25 Book 

Study                    

   



                   

           
                        2023    

1 5:00PM Youth 

Group                                                                          

6:30PM           

Wednesday                           

Study      

2 5:30 Mat t hew  25 

St udy at  Met ropo lis 

Caf e 

3 4 

8 5:00PM Youth 

Group                                                     

6:30PM           

Wednesday                          

Study      

9 2PM FPC Book 

Club 

 

5:30 Mat t hew  25 

St udy at     

Met ropo lis Caf e 

10 11 

15  5:00PM Youth 

Group                               

6:30PM      

Wednesday                           

Study      

 

16 

5:30 Mat t hew  25 

St udy at  Met ropo lis 

Caf é 

17 18 

22  12:15PM 

Im posit ion of  

Ashes             

5:00PM Youth 

6:30PM      

Wednesday                        

23 

5:30 Mat t hew  25 

St udy at  Met ropo lis 

Caf é 

24 25 

    

    

Elders on Session 

Class of 2024 ~ Wesley Applebury (At Large) Jennifer Flory (Worship) Margaret Ivester 

(Congregational Care) Nancy Miller (Clerk of Session) Laurie Peebles (Personnel) Joel Respess 

(Property) Anne Smart (Christian Education) Bill Werts (Missions and Outreach) 

Operations: The church office is now open Monday - Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.      

Pastor Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Please call the office for an          

appointment.   



    

 

 

 

 

 TREASURER'S CORNER  
  
Our financial reports for December and the 2022 year were decent. We 

made up a lot of ground from the huge deficits earlier in the year, but 

unfortunately we did not balance the budget and of course our            

investments were negatively impacted by the stock market downturn.   

We appreciate your support. Please review the financial reports attached 

and help us to do better this year. Please give to the general fund,       

Samaritan's Fund and Food Pantry. Our church depends on our giving. As 

God's team at the corner of Wayne and Greene, we continue to make a 

difference in the lives of others.~ Joel Burns 

                                       November                December                   2022 YTD                                                     

  Contributions                                $37,049                  $23212            $190,506                                                                                                         

  Other Income                                     $685                   $1,823                     $11,990                                                                                                                       

  Total Income                                 $37,734                 $25,035            $202,496 

  Budgeted Expenses                       $14,928                 $18,119                   $214,328          

           Net (Loss)                        $22,806                   $6,916                   ($11,832)                                 

  

Our schedule is: 

Puppets (1-12) Sunday 10am to perform at 11 am worship 

S.T.A.R.S.(K-5
th

 ) Sunday 2:00-3:00 

Youth Choir (K-12
th

 ) Sunday 3:00 – 3:30 

Sunday Youth Group (6
th

 -12
th

 ) including prep for  

Montreat ( 9
th

 - 12
th

) Sunday 3:30 – 4:30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attn: 9th-12th grade students! 

We are preparing to go to Montreat Youth Conference this summer June 4-10, 2023. We 

need to know if you are committed to participate with our group. That includes: building 

community by being at Youth Group most weeks and fundraising at least once a month. 

Please call/text/email Gloria Burns at (478)454-6285, gloryb.ce@gmail.com. We will meet 

with Suzie Burns of Montreat to talk in more detail in February, date TBA. 

YOUTH MINISTRY 



    FELLOWSHIP SUNDAY SCHOOL 

     

    We have  

    returned to  

    our study of 

    A Call to Die 

    by David  

    Nasser. This 

group meets in person in the parlor 

room every Sunday morning at 9:45 

AM. We would love to have you join us. 

~Bill Werts 

 

                CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

The Bible Sunday School class 

continues to meet via ZOOM. This 

permits us to study and learn without 

risk of COVID exposure in an informal 

manner from the comfort of our 

homes or on our smartphones. Every 

Sunday at 9:30 AM we meet for our 

conversations and study. We have 

been studying the Matthew 25 

curriculum during January, but are 

returning to The Collected Sermons of 

Walter Brueggemann. I hope a number 

of you will join us. If you wish to join 

by ZOOM, call me at (478) 414-6516 

and I will forward the link. ~Joel D. 

Burns 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT STUDY 

The Wednesday night study group 

meets for a pot luck supper and lively 

discussion. We have started  and 

enjoyed the book, Bullies and Saints by 

John Dickson. This book is a fascinating 

review of the history of the good and 

evil the institutional church has caused. 

The pot luck begins at 6:30 P.M. If you 

do not wish to participate in the pot 

luck, the discussions begin about 7:00 

P.M. Please join us whether you have 

the book or not! The book is available 

on Amazon.  ~Joel Burns 

MATTHEW 25 EXPLORATION          

We've had a great Matthew 25 Bible study! 

Rev. Susan will continue exploration of the 

Matthew 25 themes with a book study. She'll 

host discussion at 

Metropolis on Thursdays 

at 5:30 starting February 

9, and also on Tuesdays 

at 2:00 in the church 

parlor. The basis of our 

study will be Covenant 

Economics: A Biblical 

Vision of Justice for All, by 

Richard A. Horsley. If you’d like a copy of the 

book, it's $27 on Amazon and $30 on Barnes 

& Noble. 



Lent Madness began in 2010 as the brainchild of the Rev. Tim Schenck. In seeking a fun, engaging way for 

people to learn about the men and women comprising the Church’s Calendar of Saints, Tim came up with 

this unique Lenten devotion. Combining his love of sports with his passion for the lives of the saints, Lent 

Madness was born on his blog “Clergy Family Confidential” which has subsequently moved locations and 

become "Clergy Confidential." 

The format is straightforward: 32 saints are placed into a tournament-like single elimination bracket. Each 

pairing remains open for a set period of time and people vote for their favorite saint. 16 saints make it to the 

Round of the Saintly Sixteen; eight advance to the Round of the Elate Eight; four make it to the Faithful 

Four; two to the Championship; and the winner is awarded the coveted Golden Halo. The first round 

consists of basic biographical information about each of the 32 saints. Things get a bit more interesting in 

the subsequent rounds as we offer quotes and quirks, explore legends, and even move into the area of 

saintly kitsch.  

The major change from 2010 to 2011 was the introduction of four “celebrity bloggers” to champion 

particular saints through the Faithful Four. In 2012 we partnered with Forward Movement and Executive 

Director Scott Gunn to create our own website and broaden the number of people involved in the writing 

process, with Tim and Scott serving as the self-appointed Supreme Executive Committee. 

Along the way we've added more celebrity bloggers, a poster-sized bracket, weekly Monday Madness 

videos, and the Saintly Scorecard, an annual publication containing all 32 first round bios, information 

about how to participate in Lent Madness as a congregation, and an essential Vocabulary List to decipher 

all things Lent Madness. 

We've also inspired thousands of people along the way by forming an online community of people who are 

passionate about taking their faith but not themselves too seriously. Articles and spots about Lent Madness 

have appeared in the Washington Post, NPR, Huffington Post, FOXNews, NBC, USAToday, and 

even Sports Illustrated. 

As Lent Madness continues to grow and evolve, what won’t change is the essence of Lent Madness: 

allowing people to get to know some amazing people who have come before us in the faith and reminding 

one another that there’s no reason for a dreary Lenten discipline. If this helps people connect with the risen 

Christ during this season of penitence and renewal, and have a bit of fun in the process, then it continues to 

be worthwhile. 

We hope you'll participate fully this Lent (...). 

(from: https://www.lentmadness.org/about/) 

http://www.clergyconfidential.com/p/about-father-tim.html
http://frtim.wordpress.com/
http://clergyconfidential.blogspot.com/
http://forwardmovement.org/


One Great Hour of Sharing is one of four Special Offerings we collect during the year, 

together with the PC(USA) community. We begin collecting this offering on February 22 

through April 9. Jesus teaches us in Matthew 25, that in every time and season, the Church 

connects with itself and its Savior through relationships with those who have least. For over 

70 years, One Great Hour of Sharing has partnered with others to take action to share God’s 

love. Through these three life-saving programs, we are there to advance the causes of justice, 

resilience and sustainability.                                                                                          

PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE: Restore Streets to Live In                                  

PRESBYTERIAN HUNGER PROGRAM: Share Bread with the Hungry                                                

SELF-DEVELOPMENT OF PEOPLE: Loose the Bonds of Injustice                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

If we all do a little, it adds up to a lot! 

A Unique Worship Service on the Sermon on the Mount 

February 12, 2023, we will have a different type of worship service~ readings and 

hymn festival~ that will cover the Sermon on the Mount. And directly after the 

service will be a congregational luncheon of soup and sandwiches.  

This special service will help us continue our journey of discovering what it means to 

be a Matthew 25 church. Matthew 25 consists of two parables and a vision of the last 

judgment. Together, these three passages conclude the fifth “book” of Matthew’s 

Gospel, in which Jesus instructs his followers on “last things” — how to live in light of 

God’s ultimate purpose for the church and for the whole creation. As it is depicted in 

Matthew 25, this new way 

of life involves vigilant 

prayer, good stewardship 

and compassion for our 

neighbors. 

We will explore together 

what the Sermon on the 

Mount teaches us about 

how to live in faith, how 

to support each other 

and God's guidance on 

how to accomplish that. 

We will ponder what people thought about the Sermon on the Mount when it occurred 

as well as our own reactions to it.  
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      Limited Mobility 

Beth Baarda 

Martha Chappell     

Helen Danuser       

 
 

In Assisted Living: 

Bryan Dempster, Green Acres, 313 Allen Memorial Drive, Milledgeville 31061 

Nancy Holbrook, The Dublin Place, 504 Fire Tower Rd, Dublin GA 31021 

Eloise Lamb, Fellowship Home at Meriwether, 10 Meriwether Place                        

Maryann Morris, Fellowship Home at Meriwether, 10 Meriwether Place     

Gloria Smith, Fellowship Home at Meriwether, 10 Meriwether Place, Ste 1110 

Suzy Smith, Savannah Court, 1061 Willow Run Rd, Unit 4, Greensboro GA 30642 

  
 

 

February 1~ John Lane 

February 2~ John Lamsma 

February 5~ Amy Pickett 

February 12~ Louise Sallstrom    

February 15~ Megan Gillis         

February 19~ Sunda Coleman       

February 21~ Olympia Applebury          

February 22~ Nan Carpenter    

February 27~ Isabel Garcia 

February 27~ Lee Gillis 

 

     

 

 
 
February 8~ Deanna & Jack Bivins 
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Military Service                

Will Deason                      

Rebecca Elangwe 

Church Family:                                                                                                                                    

Harry Beck, ongoing medical concerns                                                                                                  

Nan Carpenter, recovering from fall at home                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Helen Danuser, recovering from a fall                                                                                                                                                                                 

Jenny Moore, recovering at home                                                                                                                             

Joel Respess, recovering from knee surgery                                                                                                                                                                                         

John Sallstrom, ongoing health concerns        

Extended Family:                                                                                                                                                

Julie Balfour, Susan Balfour’s sister, recovering from knee surgery                                                           

Brittany Caruthers, Sunda Coleman’s niece, chemo treatment                                                            

Susan Eilers, Mary Lucik’s friend, cancer surgery                                                                                            

Dee Hartmann, Susan Balfour’s aunt, health issues                                                                                                                  

Alonzo Kelly, Craig Callender’s father, Stage 4 Melenoma                                                                       

Elizabeth Knobel, Carolyn Morgan’s daughter, cancer stable                                                                                       

Joanne Lambertson, family friend of Jennifer Flory, fighting cancer                                                            

Julie Montemayor, Becky Henderson’s mother, ongoing health concerns                                            

Joanne Murphy, Kathy Carroll’s mother, mass on her colon- at Carlyle House in Macon                                                                                                                                              

Chris Pearson, Sunda Coleman’s son, recovering at home; dialysis                                                                                 

Runette Pounds, Sunda Coleman’s mother, ongoing health concerns,                                                     

recovering from a fall                                                                                                                                  

Willy Sanders, Sunda Coleman’s cousin, ongoing health concerns                                                           

Bob Smart, Anne Smart’s husband, ankylosing spondylitis                                                                      

Suzy Smith, Lois Callender’s mother, knee replacement surgery                                                          

Windy Spaide, Craig Callender’s sister, ongoing health concerns                                                                             

Randy Stewart, Haywood Edwards son-in-law, ongoing health concerns                                                          

Georgia Thigpen, Greg Thigpen’s mother, recovering from surgery                                                      

Dudley Weathers, Anne Weathers’ husband, ongoing health concerns 

 

 
 


