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210 S. Wayne Street, Milledgeville, GA 31061
(478)452-9394
milledgevillepcusa@gmail.com
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Inspired by Scripture, guided by Spirit, and nourished by our life
together, we seek to be a reflection of God'’s radical grace. We
believe God’s love models a world without walls; therefore, we
provide a safe and affirming home where you are welcomed
exactly as you are. No matter the color or your skin, who you love,
your gender, or the unique ways your mind and body work, you
have a place here. Following the way of Jesus and empowering
one another to grow in faith, we commit to feeding the hungry,
caring for those in need, and working for justice and peace in our
community and the world—Iliving out our confidence in the
promises of God.




July 26, 2026
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

PRELUDE On Wings of Song Felix Mendelssohn, arr. Lani Smith
CHIMING OF THE HOUR

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Leader: This is the day that the Lord has made.
Congregation: Let us rejoice and be glad in it!

GATHERING AROUND GOD’S WORD

CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: Generations come and generations go, and the weary world keeps
turning under the sun.

Congregation: We come to step out of the endless cycles of striving to
find our true center.

Leader: For we are convinced that neither life nor death, nor anything else in
all creation, can separate us from God.

Congregation: We gather in hope, held securely by a love that never lets
us go.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Holy and Eternal God, you are the alpha and the omega, holding all of
time in your hands. In a world where so much feels fleeting, we gather
seeking a foundation that will not shake. Ground us in this hour. By
your Holy Spirit, illuminate our hearts, steady our anxious minds, and
bind us to the reality of your enduring grace, which was before the
world began and remains forever. Amen.

*HYMN 366 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Merciful God, we confess that we often feel trapped in a weariness we
cannot escape. We work and we strive under the sun, yet our eyes are
never satisfied with seeing, nor our ears filled with hearing. We admit
that we have tried to blame our emptiness on our circumstances or the
people around us, rather than taking personal responsibility for our own
hearts. We have trivialized your grace by treating it as something small,
while we hoard fleeting earthly treasures. Forgive us, and free us from
this cycle of frustration. Search our innermost selves, heal our
estrangement, and hold us fast in the love from which we can never be
separated. Amen.

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

Leader: What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is
against us?

Congregation: It is Christ Jesus who died, yes, who was raised, and
who intercedes for us.

Leader: Hear the good news: | am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor
things present, nor things to come, will be able to separate us from the
love of God in Christ Jesus.



Congregation: In Jesus Christ, we are completely forgiven, entirely
loved, and set free. Thanks be to God!

*GLORIA PATRI (Hymnal pg. 581)
Glory be to the Creator, and to the Christ and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end!
Amen, amen.

*THE PEACE
Leader: The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.

*At this time young children may depatrt for the nursery.
HEARING GOD’S WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SPECIAL MUSIC The Lord’s Prayer Albert Hay Malotte
William Humphrey, trumpet

SCRIPTURE LESSONS
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Ecclesiastes 1:1-11  OT 614
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: Romans 8:26-39 NT 158

SERMON What Good Is God?

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH A Brief Statement of Faith (11.1, 2, 5)
In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we
trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we
worship and serve. We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.
Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good news to the poor
and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing
the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating
with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the
gospel. Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was
crucified, suffering the depths of human pain and giving his life for the
sins of the world. God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his
sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death
to life eternal. With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that
nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

*HYMN 815 Give to the Winds Thy Fears
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
MOMENT FOR CHURCH LIFE  Presbyterian Polity: The Session
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (Hymnal pg. 35)

INVITATION TO OFFERING
You may present your offering at the front of the sanctuary, or if




OFFERTORY  Offertory in E Flat Ludwig Van Beethoven, arr. Franklin Ritter

*DOXOLOGY

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below;
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Generous God, we dedicate these gifts to your service, recognizing that
everything we have comes from your grace. Receive these offerings as
a sign that we desire to invest our lives not in things that vanish like
breath, but in the unfolding work of your eternal love. Amen.

BEARING GOD’S WORD INTO THE WORLD
*HYMN 703 Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE Festive March James Denton

*At these times the congregation is invited to rise in body or in spirit.

Acknowledgments: All liturgy is written by the Rev. Marianne B. Turner. All music
used by permission. CCLI License # 2910879 and streaming license # 23024105.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

We need more nursery volunteers! Speak with Anne Smart if you’re
interested in serving in this role on Sundays.

Today is sandwich squad day! Stay after service to help make
sandwiches for the community fridge. Donations of sandwich items,
fruit, and snacks can be dropped off for sandwich squad.

Save the date for the Blessing of the Backpacks and Briefcases
August 2nd. Bring your backpacks and briefcases to be blessed for
the start of the school year.

Next Sunday is also food pantry donation day! Bring canned or dry
goods to place in the baskets during the first hymn.

New Number?
New Address?

rQ\ New Haircut?

\ Let Us Know!

Call the church office to share updates or make sure your

family’s birthdays and anniversaries are correct! You can

also get help accessing or updating the church directory if
needed.



CHURCH FAMILY:

Harry Beck, battling pneumonia and anticipating surgery
Debbie Lamsma, John Lamsma’s wife, Parkinson’s

Bob Smart, Anne Smart’s husband, ongoing health concerns
Runette Pounds, recovering at Fellowship Home

Gini Wilkerson, recovering from surgery

Kym Thomas, recovering from surgery

Min Lindsay, recovering from surgery

Sherry Henry, recovering from surgery

Louise Sallstrom, ongoing health concerns

Ellen Thompson, waiting on two hip replacements

EXTENDED FAMILY:
Ron Bracewell, Joy Bracewell's father, dealing with a cancer diagnosis
Darryl Allen, Andrew Allen’s father, ongoing health concerns

Nannette Green Allen, childhood friend of Margaret Foster with serious health
issues

Kathie Bishop, Mari Turner’'s mother, in memory care

Kandace Allen Bivins, friend of Margaret Foster, heart attack

Elizabeth Knobel, Carolyn Morgan’s daughter, ongoing health concerns

Charles Morgan, Jennifer Flory’s father, ongoing health concerns

Joanne Murphy, Kathy Carroll's mother, health issues—at Carlyle House in
Macon

John J. Murphy, Kathy Carroll’s father, recovering from kidney operation

Renee Pearson, Sunda Coleman’s daughter-in-law, at home with health
concerns

Randy Stewart, Haywood Edwards’ son-in-law, ongoing health concerns

Ike Thomas, ongoing cancer treatments

Dudley Weathers, Anne Weathers’ husband, at home in hospice care

Wayne Woodward, Ruby Werts’ brother, diagnosed with Parkinson’s

IN ASSISTED LIVING:

Jude Hirsch, Fellowship Home at Meriwether, 10 Meriwether Place
Laura King, The Cottages of Milledgeville, 1010 Fernwood Drive
Maryanne Morris, Fellowship Home at Meriwether, 10 Meriwether Place
Runette Pounds, Fellowship Home at Meriwether, 10 Meriwether Place
Louise Sallstrom, The Cottages of Milledgeville, 1010 Fernwood Drive
Suzy Smith, The Oaks Peake, 400 Foster Rd., A2, Macon, GA 31210



Greeters

July 26: Charles Burrell & Anne
Smart

Aug 2: Becky Humphrey & Susan
McGill

Bell Ringer
Jakob Freeman

Communion
Au%2: Laurie Peebles, Charles
urrell, Andrew Allen, Joel
Burns

Nursery Volunteers
July 26: Joel Burns/Anne Smart
Aug 2: Charles Burrell/Nancy
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Liturgists

July 26: Andrew Allen
Aug 2: Donna Gautier

A Offerings in July

M

FINANCIAL
UPDATE

Anticipated July expenses:
(Monthly expenditures may exceed anticipated amounts)

$ 13,545
$ 13,423
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This week at our Church
THIS WEEK AT OUR CHURCH: July 26-August 2

Today 9:45
10:15

11:00

12:00

Monday 7:00
Tuesday 9:30
12:00

7:30

Wednesday 6:30
Thursday 7:30
Saturday 7:30
Sunday 9:45
10:15

11:00

Adult Sunday School

Children’s Sunday School
Worship

Sandwich Squad

PATH/Oconee Recovery Coalition
Food Pantry

Kiwanis

NA Meeting

Potluck & Study

NA Meeting

NA Meeting

Adult Sunday School

Children’s Sunday School
Worship (Blessing of the Backpacks
and Briefcases)




\,\IO%\!—I |pJoin us for worship in-person or online

Vlfg on Facebook Live every week.

9:45 AM Sunday School Class (meets in the Betty Newton Campbell
parlor), doing an intensive study of the Book of Jeremiah. Please
contact Joel Burns joeldburns@gmail.com if you are interested in
attending via Zoom.

Sunday: 9:45 AM Fellowship Sunday School Class (meets in small
room next to office at end of hall), studying God In Pain by
Barbara Brown Taylor.

Sunday: 10:15AM Children’s Sunday School Class, singing,
crafts and stories, (meeting in the Craft Room upstairs)

Sunday: 12:00PM Youth Group (Youth Room)
Wednesday: 6:30PM Wednesday Night Potluck and Bible

Study, we are studying Poverty in the Promised Land by
Walter Bruggemann (meeting in the Fellowship Hall).

S MATIHEN 5 Church MORE LIGHT

PRESBYTERIANS

Pastor, Rev. Mari Turner (in office every Wednesday)
revmariturner@gmail.com

f Children & Youth, vacant

) Administrative Assistant, Jessica McQuain
Music Director, Dr. Jennifer Flory, jennifer.flory@gcsu.edu
Organist, Kate Phillips
Treasurer, Joel Burns
Church Phone (478) 452-9394, Cell (478) 443-5203 !

Email: milledgevillepcusa@gmail.com *‘%RwA/V o
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9am ~ 1pm Mon-Thur. > 6 z
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CHRIST’S RETURN AND JUDGMENT

366 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
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1 Love di - vine, all loves ex - cel - ling, Joy of heaven, to
2 Breathe, O breathe thy lov - ing Spir - it in - to ev - ery
3 Come, Al - might - y, to de - liv - er; let us all thy
4 Fin - ish then thy new cre-a - tion; pure and spot - less
/‘\ N
- . J\ o £ oo o, o F e
: Z ! - | ! =
| - e |
| — = o —
0 . . | P . | |
A= = =
{5 . g —-{?—P—Eﬁi?:?
D f | = ] I Nig
earth come down, fix in us thy hum-ble dwell-ing; all thy
trou - bled breast; let us all in thee in - her - ity let us
life re - ceive; sud - den-ly re - turn, and nev - er, nev - er -
let us be; let us see thy great sal - va - tion per - fect-
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faith- ful mer - cies crown. Je - sus, thou art all com-pas - sion;
find the prom-ised rest. Take a - way the love of sin - ning;
more thy tem - ples leave. Thee we would be al - ways bless -ing,
ly re - stored in thee: changed from glo - ry in - to glo - ry
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This text and this tune occur in almost all English-language hymnals (though not always together). The
transforming power of love motivates the unending praise of the life to come, and this fine Welsh tune
(whose name means “delightful”) gives us a foretaste of endless song.

TEXT: Charles Wesley, 1747, alt.
MUSIC: Rowland Hugh Prichard, 1831, alt.

HYFRYDOL
8.7.8.7.D



CHRIST’S RETURN AND JUDGMENT
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pure, un - bound -ed love thou art; vis - it us with
Al - pha and O-me - ga be end of faith, as
serve thee as thy hosts a - bove, pray, and praise thee
till in heaven we take our place, till we  cast our
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thy sal - va - ton; en - ter ev - ery trem - bling heart.
its be - gin - ning, set our  hearts at 1lib - er - ty.
with - out ceas - ing, glo - ry in thy per - fect love.
crowns be - fore thee, lost in won - der, love, and praise.
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LIVING AND DYING IN CHRIST

815 Give to the Winds Thy Fears
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1 Give to the winds thy  fears; hope, and be
2 Through waves and clouds and storms God gent - ly
3 Leave to God’s sov - ereign sway to choose and
4 Let us in  life, in death, thy  stead - fast
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un - dis - mayed. God hears thy sighs and
clears the way. Wait pa - tient - ly; SO
to com - mand. So  shalt thou, won - dering,
truth  de - clare, and pub - lish with our
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counts thy tears; God shall  Iift up  thy  head.
shall ~ this night soon end in joy - ous day.
own God’s way, how wise, how strong God’s hand!
fi. - mnal breath thy love and guard - ian care.
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This text uses selected stanzas from sixteen four-line English stanzas based on the original German text,
which was twice as long. The German hymn was constructed as an acrostic on Martin Luther’s translation of
Psalm 37:5, and much of the spirit of that psalm is retained here.

TEXT: Paul Gerhardt, 1653; trans. John Wesley, 1737, alt. FESTAL SONG
MUSIC: William H. Walter, 1872 SM
(this tune in a higher key, 744)



DEDICATION AND STEWARDSHIP

/03 Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me
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1 Je - sus, thy bound - less love to me no thought can
2 O grant that noth - ing in my soul may dwell, but
3 O Love how gra - cious is thy way! All fear be -
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reach, no  tongue de-clare; O knit my thank - ful heart to
thy pure love a-lone; O may thy love pos - sess me
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fore  thy pres - ence flies; care, an-guish, sor - row melt a -
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thee,  and reign with - out a ri - wval there! Thine whol - ly,
whole, my joy, my trea - sure, and my crown! All cold-ness
way  wher-e’er thy heal - ing beams a - rise. O Je - sus,
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thine a - lone, I'd live; my-self to thee en - tire - ly give.
from my heart re-move; may ev-ery act, word, thought be love.
noth - ing may [ see, noth-ing de -sire, or seek, but thee.
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John Wesley learned the original German hymn from the Moravians during his time in Savannah, Georgia,
and translated all sixteen stanzas. The tune, named for a 4th-century martyr, comes out of the Roman
Catholic revival movement of the mid-19th century.

TEXT: Paul Gerhardt, 1653; trans. John Wesley, c. 1739, alt. ST. CATHERINE
MUSIC: Henri Frederick Hemy, 1864; alt. James George Walton, 1874 8.8.8.8.8.8



