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Beloved ,                                                                                                                                                  

Greet ings in  t he nam e o f  God  Most  High ! May t he p eace o f  Chr ist  f ill you w it h  every good  

t h ing. I g ive t hanks f o r  you each d ay, o f t en  t o  t he envy o f  m y co lleagues. You enact  Chr ist ’s 

love in  t h is t im e and  p lace, and  you are a b lessing t o  one ano t her  and  t o  t he st ranger  alike.    

I’ve b een p ond er ing  t he t ext  o f  1 Thessalon ians 5:16- 18, t h inking ab out  t h is w ho le “p ray w it h -

out  ceasing” t h ing. Perhap s w e assum e t hat  it ’s an  im p ossib le t h ing. Even if  w e could  rest  on  

our  knees, m um b ling in f in it e w ord s b eh ind  closed  eyes, our  hum anness and  m or t alit y could  

no t  sust ain  it . But  if  p rayer  goes b eyond  t hat , w e can  get  a lit t le closer  t o  ceaselessness. I had  

a f r iend  w ho t alked  ab out  w aking each m orn ing and  grab b ing t he b room  b ef ore any o t her  

t h ing. His f ir st  act  o f  each d ay w as t o  sw eep  h is ap ar t m ent , clear ing out  t he act ual and       

m et ap hor ical clu t t er  and  d ust  o f  t he p revious d ay b ef ore so  m uch as b rush ing h is t eet h  in  

p rep arat ion  f o r  t he p resent  d ay. That  is p rayer . Loving ly p ract icing cu linary ar t s t o  f eed  and  

nour ish  loved  ones is p rayer . Looking up —how ever  f leet ing ly—at  a b eaut if u l sky is p rayer .    

Exercising our  civil r igh t s is p rayer . Wash ing an  ailing p aren t ’s b od y is p rayer . Ho ld ing       

som eone’s hand  is p rayer . Wat ch ing t he m iracle o f  insp irat ion  and  exhalat ion  is p rayer . Even 

get t ing rest  is p rayer .                                                                                                                                                     

Lut heran Past or  Nad ia Bo lt z-Web er  recent ly record ed  a conversat ion  w it h  act ress Jenn if er   

Garner . In  it , Nad ia sp oke o f  p rayer  as a rem ind er  o f  our  God -connect ion . We are alread y       

alw ays connect ed  t o  God ; p rayer  just  rem ind s us o f  t hat . Even f o r  one w ho  d oesn ’t  b elieve 

God  hears o r  cares, even f o r  one w ho sim p ly d oesn ’t  b elieve, w e are connect ed  t o  God . Even 

t he unb eliever ’s p rayer —and  w het her  such a one acknow led ges it  o r  no t , t hey’re p raying —

rem ind s us o f  t hat  connect ed ness. At  som e p o in t  in  our  lives, w e d o  sp eak in t o  t he cosm os 

t hat  w h ich  w e m ost  w ant  t o  say t o  God . So Nad ia p oses t h is q uest ion  regard ing p rayer : w hat  is 

t he m ost  honest  t h ing I can  say t o  God  r igh t  now ?                                                                            

It  d oesn ’t  have t o  b e eloq uent  o r  p ious or  even p o lit e. Prayer  d oesn ’t  rely on  ancien t  f o rm ulae 

or  sem inary d egrees or  in t r icat e w ord craf t  o r  good  m anners. It  relies on  God , w ho invit es us 

t o  b e—som et im es b rut ally—honest . There’s no  p o in t  in  d ishonest y in  p rayer ; God  has our  

num b er . Mayb e it ’s uncom f or t ab le f o r  us t o  b e out -loud -honest . It ’s esp ecially uncom f or t ab le 

w hen our  lit urgy sp eaks t he realit y t hat  on ly t hose p rayers t hat  are p leasing t o  God  should  b e 

gran t ed . We all u t t er  p rayers at  least  in  our  hear t s t hat  w e know  d arn  w ell are no t  p leasing t o  

God . And  t hat ’s p ar t  o f  t he honest y. At  t he end  o f  t he d ay —at  t he end  o f  our  lives—God  is 

et ernal and  w e are no t . No  m at t er  w hat  our  hear t s d esire, it  is f leet ing; yet  w e are connect ed  

w it h  God  in  t he m ost  in t im at e, m ost  sub at om ic w ays. Prayer  rem ind s us o f  t hat . Yes, even if  

w e d on ’t  really b elieve in  p rayer .                                                                                                          

Pray w it hout  ceasing. Even if  it ’s hard .                                                                                                  

In  Chr ist , Rev. Susan  



Looking t o  engage m ore in  t he 

com m unit y?  Overview  Inc. p rovid es 

services in  our  com m unit y: u t ilit ies 

and  ren t /m or t gage assist ance, saf et y 

and  nut r it ion  ed ucat ion , sen io r  

cit izens aid ,  and  t he Fost er  

Grand p aren t s Program . They are p rep ar ing f o r  a Pop -up  

Com m unit y Act ion  Event  in  May w here t hey’ll d ist r ib ut e 

f ood , p ersonal hygiene it em s and  d iap ers. They are 

looking f o r  m onet ary d onat ions t o  b uy t he it em s need ed  

f o r  t he event , b ut  you can also  vo lun t eer  t o  help  

d ist r ib ut e t he b oxes. To  get  invo lved , call Shant el Yale at  

478-453-4111, o r  em ail her  at  syale@ overview inc.com . If  

you w ould  like t o  d onat e f inancially, you can m ail  

donat ions t o : Overview , INC., At t n : Pop - Up  Event , PO Box 

693, Milled geville, GA 31059   Or  you can go  t o  t he 

f o llow ing sit e t o  donat e online : h t t p s://

overview inc.net w orkf o rgood .com /p ro ject s/116242-help -

us-help -t hose-in -need  

Caf e Cent ral, 

Milled geville's on ly "soup  kit chen", 

has con t inued  t o  op erat e d ur ing t he 

p and em ic. Em p loying a d r ive-

t h rough syst em , t hey have served  

up w ard s o f  500 p lat es each Tuesd ay. 

As Covid  d anger  d ecreased , p lans 

w ere m ad e t o  reop en t he d in ing 

room , and  t he d at e has f inally b een 

set : Ap r il 12! Th is w ill b e a "so f t " 

op en ing w it h  vo lun t eers and  som e new  p roced ures t o  b e 

t est ed  and  t w eaked  as t he celeb rat ory  Grand  Reop en ing 

on  May 24 ap p roaches.                                                     

Dur ing t he p and em ic, several o f  t he regular  vo lun t eers, 

m any o f  w hom  w ere in  t he "at  r isk" age and  healt h  

group s, no t if ied  t hat  t hey w ould  no t  b e ret urn ing at  

reop en ing. This is w here FPC has anot her  opport unit y 

t o serve God's children in t his com m unit y . If  you are 

in t erest ed , p lease cont act  Doug Shelt on  

(shelt on_d oug@yahoo).com  f o r  in f o rm at ion . He d oes a 

great  job  o f  coord inat ing our  vo lun t eers and  w ill b e 

p leased  t o  hear  f r om  you. A t en t at ive p lan  is f o r  

vo lun t eers new  and  o ld  t o  gat her  at  noon on  Ap r il 4 f o r  

lunch and  t rain ing, so  consid er  get t ing in  t ouch  b ef ore 

t hat . New  vo lun t eers w ill b e w elcom ed  anyt im e, 

how ever , so  keep  it  in  m ind . 

VOLUNTEER OPPPORTUNITIES 

Easter Egg Hunt 

April 9, 2-4 pm 

Join us for crafts, singing, 
games and fun on the 
Saturday before Palm 
Sunday. We will prepare for 
Palm Sunday by rehearsing 
our part in the Worship 
Service as well as hunting 
Easter Eggs, enjoying snacks 
and playing games. 

We ask our high school 
students to come help hide 
the Easter eggs. 

If you did not pick up plastic 
eggs to fill at our covered 
dish lunch last Sunday,  
there are still eggs available 
this week. See Gloria after 
worship.  Remember to fill 
the eggs with wrapped 
candy. No chocolate or nut 
products please. Small toys 
or stickers also make nice 
fillers. Please return the eggs 
before 2 pm on April 9.  
Thank you for your help. 

If you would like to help 
with refreshments please let 
Gloria know. 

mailto:syale@overviewinc.com
https://overviewinc.networkforgood.com/projects/116242-help-us-help-those-in-need
https://overviewinc.networkforgood.com/projects/116242-help-us-help-those-in-need
https://overviewinc.networkforgood.com/projects/116242-help-us-help-those-in-need
mailto:shelton_doug@yahoo).com


                   

           
                  April     

                                          

3   9:30 Sunday School                                    

11:00 Worship Service on                                                  

FBLive&WKZR102.3FM               

S.T.A.R.S.2:00-4:00     

                                  

Just ice Advocacy Sunday                

4 5                                         

9:30-10:30 Food  Pan t r y  

12:00 Kiw an is           

Luncheon                           

 

10  9:30 Sunday School                                   

11:00 Worship Service on                                                  

FBLive&WKZR102.3FM   

S.T.A.R.S.2:00-4:00                                                                                                   

11 12                                        

9:30-10:30 Food  Pan t r y    

12:00 Kiw an is           

Luncheon                                                                                         

17 9:30 Sunday School  

11:00  Worship Service on                                                  

FBLive&WKZR102.3FM          

                                        

Easter Sunday                              

18 19                                       

9:30-10:30 Food  Pan t r y and  

Sam ar it an  Min ist ry        

12:00 Kiw an is           

Luncheon                         

               

24  9:30 Sunday School                                   

11:00  Worship Service on                                                  

FBLive&WKZR102.3FM                                                                                                                                                                                                     

                                       

Arm enian Genocide 

Rem em brance Day   

25 26                                                                      

9:30-10:30 Food  Pan t r y  

12:00 Kiw an is           

Luncheon                                       

   



                   

           
                        2022    

                                1 

 

2 9:00AM Yard 

Clean up Day             

Len t en  Service 

Oppor t un it y 

11:00AM  

6 Wednesday                          

Bib le St udy 6:30PM 

7 8 9 Len t en  Service 

Oppor t un it y 

11:00AM            

2:00PM-4:00PM 

East er  Egg Hunt  

13 Wednesday                          

Bib le St udy 6:30PM 

14 2:00PM                                                                                                                                                                                              

Book Club  

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

5:30PM                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Service  

15 16 Great  Vigil of  

East er  

20 Wednesday                       

Bib le St udy 6:30PM 

21 22 

 

23 

27 Wednesday                          

Bib le St udy 6:30PM 

28 29 30 

    
Elders on Session 

Class of 2024 ~ Catherine Dean (Congregational Life) Jennifer Flory (Worship) Nancy Miller 

(Clerk of Session) Laurie Peebles (Personnel) Anne Smart (Christian Education) Bill Werts 

(Missions and Outreach) 

 

 

Operations: The church office is now open 

Monday - Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 



MISSION AND MINISTRY 
   Food Pantry 

Th is has b een an  unusual m ont h  f o r  t he 

Food  Pant ry, asid e f rom  having f ive             

Tuesd ays. One w eek I ran  out  o f  b ags and  

had  no t  enough on  t he shelves t o  m ake 

m ore. Hence, I have d et erm ined  t o  alw ays 

have 12 o r  m ore b ags p rep ared . Ten  have 

suf f iced  f o r  m ont hs, and  t here w ere alw ays som e lef t  over . But  it  

ap p ears d em and  is increasing, as I had  an t icip at ed  it  m igh t . 

Thanks t o  your  generosit y, p rovid ing enough t o  m eet  t he  need  

w ill no t  be a p rob lem , I just  need  t o  b e b et t er  p rep ared !  We have 

shared  God 's ab und ant  b lessings w it h  25 f am ilies in  March . 

Thank you!- Donna Gaut ier  

           Lounsbury Cross                       

The Lounsb ury Cross w ill b e in  p lace f o r  

East er  m orn ing. Please b r ing f low ers t o   

d ecorat e it  b eginn ing at  9am . We could  use 

p eop le t o  help  ar range t he f low ers on  t he 

cross.                                                                 

Th is is a cher ished  t rad it ion  o f  Fir st             

Presb yt er ian  Church  w h ich  b o t h  m em b ers o f  

t he congregat ion  and  t he com m unit y en joy. 

We look f o rw ard  t o  seeing w hat  b eaut y w ill 

b e creat ed  t h is East er  f rom  everyone’s    

f low ers. 

           

Samaritan Ministry 

Th is m ont h , w e w ere 

ab le t o  help  3 peop le 

w it h  t heir  ut ilit ies in  

t he am ount  o f  $524.98. 

Thank you so  m uch  f o r  

your  generous sup p or t  

o f  t h is m in ist ry. We are 

ap p lying f o r  m ore 

f und s f rom  PC(USA) t o  

hop ef ully exp and  and  

help  m ore p eop le. We 

w ill keep  you p ost ed  on  

t hat   p ossib ilit y. There        

rem ains a need  f o r     

ano t her  p erson  t o  help  

Bill as he aid s t hose 

w ho com e t o  us f o r    

assist ance. Please     

consid er  g iving o f  your  

t im e once a m ont h  f o r  

t h is        

m in ist ry. 

 

 

 

 TREASURER'S CORNER  
  
As I said  last  Ap r il “East er  is upon  us again . Th is t im e o f  rem em b rance o f  

t he lif e and  d eat h  o f  Jesus is a good  t im e t o  t ake st ock o f  our  lives.” As you 

already know  f rom  t he Appeal w h ich  I sen t  out  recen t ly, w e need  t o  t ake 

st ock o f  our  f inancial suppor t  o f  our  Church  and  it s m ission . We have run  

in t o  unexpect ed  exp enses and  g iving has been  below  expect at ions.   

Please t h ink about  t hese issues and  d ig d eep  t o  help . 

We know  you love and  suppor t  t he m ission  o f  t h is church . Please show  it . God  b less everyone.  

 Joel D. Burns 

                                            January              February            2022 YTD                                                     

  Contributions                                                     $11,940                $15,514  $27,454                                                                                                         

  Other Income                                                       $1,060                    $683                    $1,743                                                                                                                        

  Total Income                                                      $13,000                $16,197             $29,197 

  Budgeted Expenses                                            $14,100                $17,269                  $31,369              

        Net (Loss)                                              ($1,100)                 ($1,072)                 ($2,172)                                 

  



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 WEDNESDAY EVENING  

BIBLE/BOOK STUDY 

Beginn ing on  Apr il 6 at  6:30 P.M. t he 

Wednesday night  st udy group w ill r et urn 

t o t he church f or  a pot  luck supper  and  a 

d iscussion  o f  t he N. T. Wr igh t  b ook Broken 

Signpost s. We hop e a num b er  o f  f o lks w ill 

jo in  us in  t h is st ud y. If  you d o  no t  w ish t o  

p ar t icip at e in  t he po t  luck, t he d iscussion  w ill 

b egin  ab out  7:00 P.M. Please jo in  us! The b ook 

   is availab le on  Am azon, b ut  

   a f ew  b ooks w ill b e availab le 

   f o r  p urchase. If  you w ish  t o  

   reserve one, call Joel Burns 

 at  (478) 414-6516. 

 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

The Bib le Sunday Schoo l class has been  

m eet ing via ZOOM every Sunday at  9:30 AM  

f o r  quit e a w h ile and  it  has been  a conven ien t  

f o rm at . Theref o re in  Ap r il w e w ill con t inue t o  

m eet  by Zoom . In  Ap r il w e p lan  t o  st udy 

Barbara Brow n Taylo r 's book The Lum inous 

Web, Essays on  Science and  Relig ion. In  t h is 

ed if ying co llect ion  o f  essays, she p resen t s her  

con t r ibut ion  t o  t he grow ing rapp rochem ent  

bet w een science and  relig ion . She posit s t hat  

it  is t im e t o  m ove beyond  t he enm it y o f  t he 

past  and  em phasize d ialogue inst ead . Taylo r  is 

convinced  t hat  f ait h  in  an  incarnat ional God  

w ill no t  allow  Chr ist ians t o  ignore new  insight s 

in t o  t he nat ure o f  t he physical w or ld . The 

st ruct uralist  version  o f  evo lut ionary b io logy, 

t he EPR paradox, and  David  Bohm 's vision  o f  

quan t um  un it y deepen  our  app reciat ion  o f  

creat ion 's m yst ery and  com p lexit y. Taylo r  

show s how  t he new  science has given  her  new  

m et aphors f o r  lif e in  com m un it y and  enr iched  

her  sense o f  w onder . It  is no  longer  possib le 

f o r  Chr ist ians t o  keep  scien t if ic and  relig ious 

t rut hs in  separat e com par t m ent s. The 

lum inous w eb  o f  creat ion  af f irm s t he 

connect ions bet w een t he visib le and  invisib le 

realm s. I hope a num ber  o f  you w ill jo in  us.  If  

you w ish t o join by ZOOM, call m e at  (478) 

414-6516 and I w ill f orw ard t he link .              

-Joel D. Burns 

The First Presbyterian Book Club will be 
meeting on Thursday, April 14th to 
discuss our book selection for the month, 
The President and the Freedom Fighter: 
Abraham Lincoln, Frederick Douglas, 

and Their Battle to Save America's Soul by  Brian 
Kilmeade, New York Times Bestselling Author and cohost 
of Fox News Channel's morning show Fox & Friends. This 
book follows the lives of Lincoln and Douglass until their 
paths converge in Washington, D.C. in their effort to save 
the Union and free the slaves. Through their principles, 
patience, and challenges, these two men not only became 
friends, but guided America through the Civil War and the 
ending of slavery. The book selection for May is Spy Pilot: 
Francis Gary Powers, U-2 Incident, and a Controversial 
Cold War Legacy by Francis Gary Powers, Jr and Keith 
Dunnavant. Francis Gary Powers, Jr is the son of the 
famed U-2 pilot Gary Powers, whose U-2 spy plane was 
shot down over Russia while on a spying mission for the 
CIA. The book, based on newly available information, 
presents the facts and dispels misinformation about the 
crash of the plane, the trial for spying, and the resulting 
prison sentence of Powers to a Russian prison. The 
authors have written this new account of Powers' life 
based on files that had not been previously available. An 
interesting side bar is that the subject of the film, Bridge of 
Spies, staring Tom Hanks is about the controversy over 
the swap of an American-held Russian spy for Gary 
Powers.We have some interesting discussions coming up 
in the next two months. Please join us. You won't be 
disappointed.-Millie Murphy 

    FELLOWSHIP SUNDAY SCHOOL 

We w ill b egin  a new  b ook in  

Ap r il, The Liv ing  Word , by 

Worcest er. It  is b ased  on  

w r it ings by Gust av Fechner. 

Th is group  m eet s in  p erson  in  

t he p ar lo r  room  every Sund ay 

m orn ing                                       

at  9:45.                                               

-Bill Wer t s 
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      Limited Mobilit y 
Martha Chappell     
Helen Danuser       
 
 

Church Family: 
Beth Baarda, rehabilitating at a family home 
Sandra Balfour, stage 4 pancreatic cancer, in hospice care 
Harry Beck, immunotherapy; Clear of Cancer 
Nan Carpenter, recovering from fall at home 
Sunda Coleman, surgery and ongoing health concerns                                                                                                            
Peter Piro, bone cancer recurrence, currently in Macon Navicent 
     
Extended Family: 
Judy K. Bledsoe, Mary Lucik’s daughter, possible surgery 
Michael Bledsoe, Mary Lucik’s grandson, multiple health concerns 
Brittany Caruthers, Sunda Coleman’s  niece, chemo treatment                                                                                                            
Susan Eilers, Mary Lucik’s friend, cancer surgery  
Dee Hartmann, Sandra Balfour’s sister-in-law, health issues 
Alonzo Kelley, Craig Callender’s father, Stage 4 Melanoma 
Elizabeth Knobel, Carolyn Morgan’s daughter, cancer stable 
Julie Montemayor, Becky Henderson’s mother, ongoing health concerns 
Chris Pearson, Sunda Coleman’s son, recovering at home; dialysis 
Runette Pounds, Sunda Coleman’s mother, ongoing health concerns 
Willy Sanders, Sunda Coleman’s cousin, ongoing health concerns                                                                                       

Bob Smart, Anne Smart’s husband, ankylosing spondylitis                                                                                               

Windy Spaide, Craig Callender’s sister, ongoing health concerns                                                                                           

Randy Stewart, Haywood Edwards son-in-law, ongoing health concerns 

 

 
 

In Assisted Living: 
Bryan Dempster, Green Acres, 313 Allen Memorial Drive, Milledgeville 31061 
Nancy Holbrook, The Dublin Place, 504 Fire Tower Rd, Dublin GA 31021 
Eloise Lamb, Fellowship Home at Meriwether, 10 Meriwether Place Milledgeville 31061 
Gloria Smith, Fellowship Home at Meriwether, 10 Meriwether Place, Ste 1110 
Suzy Smith, Savannah Court, 1061 Willow Run Rd, Unit 4, Greensboro GA 30642 

  
April 4~ Donna Gautier 

April 9~ Jennifer Carroll Morris 

April 9~ Anne Smart 

April 10~ Jose Garcia 
 
April 17~ Jacqueline Northington 

April 18 ~ Roy Phillips 

April 21 ~ Marianne Edwards 

April 22 ~ Mary Lucik 

April 22 ~ Stevens Powell 

April 23 ~ David Baarda 

 

April 5~ Andrew & Min Lindsay 
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April 25~ Vera Bales 

April 28 ~ John Sallstrom 

April 30 ~ Wesley Applebury 

 

 

 
  
  
 


