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Beloved, I pray for you all each day, and I give thanks to God for you, and for the love and support 

you show to my family. You are each God’s own blessings, and I’m grateful. 

When I visited Israel/Palestine, I waded into the Dead Sea, Teva sandals on my feet. By the time I was 

knee deep, I was already finding it hard to keep my feet on the sea bed. I sat down and pushed off, 

deeper into the water. From the shore, it looked like I was using pool noodles under my arms and 

knees; the density of the water forces you to the surface. A few times I shifted my body in the water, 

trying to push my feet down to the seabed. Each time, the buoyant water refused to cooperate, and my 

legs swept out from under me again. 

The last two months have felt like that for me. A quick vacation to celebrate Thanksgiving with family 

turned buoyant with Mom’s unexpected, eleven-day hospital stay. With her discharge, it was time to 

put our feet down again, but the water turned buoyant again, with news of my aunt’s death. A few 

days at home, trying to get our feet on solid ground, but the funeral swept our legs up again. Another 

few days at home, trying to put our feet down, only to find ourselves floating again with another     

hospital stay, and another. And now we are home again, but hospice and uncertainty are keeping our 

feet off the ground. 

Eventually, I gave up trying to force my feet through the dense water. I stopped trying to force my way 

into an upright position, planted on the seabed. I laid back and let myself be in the moment. The    

sensation of the water holding me up was surreal, but I knew I wouldn’t drown. The only struggle I 

experienced in that moment was when I tried to control the position of my body in the water. I        

relaxed, feeling my head pillowed atop the impossible water, and I struck out. Swimming in the Dead 

Sea is remarkably easy, requiring very little effort, once you accept that the water will decide your  

disposition. And at some point, when you’ve made your way back to waters shallow enough to bear 

your weight, your feet will once again plant firmly on the ground, and you will feel the breeze and hot 

sun dry you off, the water’s rich minerals forming a rime on your skin. 

The last two years have felt like those buoyant waters, thwarting our every attempt to firmly plant our 

feet back on the ground. Every time we’ve tried to replant ourselves and gain our balance, the        

pandemic has floated us anew. It’s hard to say how far we are from the shore as yet, but the next thing 

is to get our feet grounded. The thing after that is to stand up. And we’ll do it all together, with God’s 

help. 

Yours, in Christ, 

Rev. Susan 



It ’s t hat  t im e again ! If  you are in t erest ed  in  o rd er ing Fair  Trad e Cof f ee, 

p lease con t act  Joel at  (478)414-6516. 

 

The Presbyt er ian  Co f f ee Pro ject  o f f ers a sp ecial link b et w een  

congregat ions and  com m un it ies around  t he w or ld . Churches can  now  

reach  out  t o  neighb ors overseas no t  on ly w it h  t he p rayers and  o f f er ings 

w e g ive, b ut  w it h  t he good s and  p rod uct s w e p urchase. A w arm  cup  o f  

co f f ee (o r  t ea) in  our  hand s is p erhap s t he m ost  t angib le d aily 

connect ion  w e have w it h  f arm ers around  t he w or ld . It  rep resen t s 

w arm t h, hosp it alit y, f ellow sh ip, hard  w ork and  lif e’s p leasures b o t h  f ine 

and  sim p le. 

Buying f air  t rad e t h rough  t he 

Presbyt er ian  Co f f ee Pro ject  ensures 

t hat  m ore o f  t he m oney w e sp end  on  

co f f ee reaches t he hard w orking 

f arm ers w ho  act ually grow  it . Sup p or t  

sm all-scale f arm ing coop erat ives 

t h rough  t he Sm all Farm er  Fund , 

ad m in ist ered  by t he Presbyt er ian  

Hunger  Program . 

             Good coffee for a good cause 

                              Farew ell From  t he Green Market                                                           

From  p and em ic t o  local f arm s st ret ched  t h in  and  our  ow n uncer t ain t ies in  

sust ain ing a w eekly m arket  w it h  f ew er  local f arm s and  f ew er  cust om ers, w e haven 't  

b een  living up  t o  our  m ission  o f  sup p or t ing and  connect ing t he local f ood  

econom y. In  ligh t  o f  t hese challenges t he Green Market  b oard  vo t ed  last  w eek t o  

d isso lve t he o rgan izat ion , and  in  accord ance w it h  our  b ylaw s w ill be d onat ing our  

rem ain ing f und s t o  Chard  Wray Food  Pant ry here in  Milledgeville.  

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/donate/h000111/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/hunger/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/hunger/


                   

           
                  February     

                                         1                                          

9:30-10:30 Food  Pan t r y                         

6   9:30 Sund ay Schoo l                                    

11:00 Worsh ip  Service on                                                   

FBLive&WKZR102.3FM         

           

7 8                                         

9:30-10:30 Food  Pan t r y    

and                        

Sam ar it an ’s                   

Min ist ry                                           

 

13  9:30 Sund ay Schoo l                                   

11:00 Worsh ip  Service on                                                   

FBLive&WKZR102.3FM                                                                                       

14 15                                        

9:30-10:30 Food  Pan t r y                         

             

20  9:30 Sund ay Schoo l                                   

11:00  Worsh ip  Service on                                                   

FBLive&WKZR102.3FM               

21 22                                       

9:30-10:30 Food  Pan t r y 

               

27  9:30 Sund ay Schoo l                                   

11:00  Worsh ip  Service on                                                   

FBLive&WKZR102.3FM         

28                

   

Fo r  m ore in f o rm at ion  on  

w hat  it  m eans t o  be a 

Mat t hew  25 congregat ion , 

head  t o  t h is link: h t t ps://

w w w .p resbyt er ianm ission

.o rg/m in ist r ies/m at t hew -

25/ 



 2 Wednesday                         

Zoom  Bib le St udy 

7:00PM 

                              

3 4 

 

5 

9 Wednesday                         

Zoom  Bib le St udy 

7:00PM 

10                          

2:00 PM FPC Book 

Club  

11 12 

16 Wednesday                         

Zoom  Bib le St udy 

7:00PM 

17                            18 19 

23 Wednesday                         

Zoom  Bib le St udy 

7:00PM 

24 25 

 

26 

     

    

                   

           
                        2022    

Elders on Session 

Class of 2021 ~ Grace Anne Azahar (Finance) Catherine Dean (Congregational Life) Marianne   

Edwards (Personnel) Class of 2022 ~ Lee Gillis (Property) Nancy Miller (Clerk of Session) 

Doris Moody (Worship) Anne Smart (Christian Education) 

 

 

Operations: The church office is now open 

Monday - Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 



MISSION AND MINISTRY 
   Food Pantry 

We have con t inued  t o  serve our  neighb ors 

insid e t he b uild ing, socially d ist anced , b ut  

g lad  t o  b e out  o f  t he January w eat her ! We 

have served  20 f am ilies in  January, 4 o f  

t hem  new  t o  us. As I m ent ioned  in  

t he p revious m ont h 's rep or t , 25 f am ilies   

received  a cash  Chr ist m as gif t . I have seen 

t w o o f  t hose again , and  received  a t hank you card  f rom  one, a 

p ro f use verb al t hanks f rom  t he o t her . Thank you f o r  m aking t h is 

ext ra surp r ise p ossib le along w it h  t heir  f ood  b ags. Cont inue t o  

keep  t h is m in ist ry in  your  p rayers and  in  your  b ud get s. We need  

b o t h . Thank you. -Donna Gaut ier  

           

Samaritan Ministry 

There con t inues t o  b e 

an  oversized  need  f o r  

help  p aying ut ilit y b ills 

w it h in  our  com m unit y. 

We help ed  5 p eop le t h is 

m ont h , f o r  a t o t al o f  

$720.00. In  d o ing so, w e 

have exhaust ed  t he  

f und s f o r  t he Sam ar it an  

Min ist ry. We are    

grat ef u l f o r  your        

con t inued  f inancial  

sup p or t . There rem ains 

a need  f o r  ano t her      

p erson  t o  help  Bill as he 

aid s t hose w ho com e t o  

us f o r  assist ance. Please     

consid er  g iving o f  your  

t im e once a m ont h  f o r  

t h is m in ist ry. 

 

Food Pantry staples list:                                                                  

Canned  soup s, canned  ravio li, canned  ham , t una, salm on, and  

ch icken; b oxed  m ac & cheese, p ast a nood les, gr it s, oat m eal, and /or  

cereal; p eanut  b ut t er  & jelly; canned  sp aghet t i sauce, f ru it , and  

veget ab les.                                                                                                       

Neighbor Care Packs: 

Wat ers, Vienna sausages/p ouch t una, f ru it  cup s, PB o r  Cheese      

crackers, p ro t ein  b ar , and  a sw eet  cand y!  Soap , sham p oo,              

d eod oran t , lo t ion , r azor , socks, w ashclo t h , chap st ick,  

w et  w ip es, t issues, et c.  

 TREASURER'S CORNER  
  
Feb ruary 2022, and  t he Om icron  var ian t  o f  Covid  19 has once again  kep t  us aw ay 

f rom  one ano t her . As I said  last  Feb ruary “t h is has been  t he m ost  challenging 

t im e f o r  First  Presbyt er ian  Church  in  m y lif et im e.” Church  is essen t ially           

com m un it y, and  w e have no t  been  ab le t o  m eet  in  person . It  is a t ough  job  t o  

keep  a com m un it y t oget her  w it hout  being t oget her  in  person . We need  t o   

con t inue our  m ission. We m ust  f eed  p eop le, help  t hose t hat  can 't  pay t heir   

u t ilit ies and  sp read  t he Word  o f  God  t o  t he w or ld . In  o rder  t o  d o  t hese t h ings 

w e need  your  f inancial suppor t . Please, Ho ly Sp ir it  guid e us t h rough  t h is t im e. 

Help  us t o  rem em ber  t hat  a Church  can  do great  t h ings w hen  w e f o llow  t he Sp ir it . Help  us 

show  t he love o f  God  in  Milledgeville.- Joel D. Burns 

                                            November           December            2021 YTD                                                     

  Contributions                                                     $23,035                $20,316  $176,906                                                                                                         

  Other Income                                                         $683                  $1,724                    $11,853                                                                                                                        

  Total Income                                                      $23,718                $22,040             $188,759 

  Budgeted Expenses                                            $12,868                 $15,780                 $184,477            

           Net (Loss)                                  $10,850                  $6,260                     $4,282                                     



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 WEDNESDAY EVENING  

BIBLE/BOOK STUDY 

Our  group  has com p let ed  it s st ud y o f  

Paul, at  least  f o r  now. We are m eet ing 

via ZOOM at  7:00 P.M. Wednesday 

night s t o  st ud y God and  t he 

Pandem ic, A Christ ian  Ref lect ion  on  t he 

Coronavirus and  It s Af t erm at h  by N. T. 

Wr igh t . Th is shor t  b ook help s us t o  

m ake sense o f  t he crazy t im es in  w h ich  

w e live. 

Meet ing ID: 836 4575 8846 

Passcod e: 057482 

Joel D. Burns 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

 

Due t o  t he Om icron  surge, w e are 

m eet ing via ZOOM every Sunday at  

9:30 AM  t o  st ud y t he second  p ar t  o f  

Walt er  Brueggem ann 's ser ies on  Exod us, 

Delivered  in t o Covenant . Delivered  in t o 

Covenan t  o f f ers a gu id e t o  t he second  

half  o f  Exod us--f rom  Israel's journey 

t h rough t he w ild erness t o  Moun t  Sinai t o  

t he est ab lishm en t  o f  t he t ab ernacle--

d raw ing out  "p ivo t al m om ent s" in  t he 

t ext . Th roughout , Brueggem ann show s 

how  Exod us consist en t ly reveals a God  

w ho is in  rad ical so lid ar it y w it h  t he 

p ow er less and  w ho is d ed icat ed  t o  

cu lt ivat ing a covenan t  p eop le w ho act  t o  

rep ud iat e t he p ow ers o f  em p ire. 

Quest ions f o r  ref lect ion  and  d iscussion  

are includ ed  at  t he end  o f  each o f  t he 

f our t een chap t ers, m aking it  id eal f o r  

ind ivid ual o r  group  st ud y. If  you w ish  t o  

jo in  b y ZOOM, call m e at  (478) 414-6516 

and  I w ill f o rw ard  t he link.  Joel D. Burns 

The church  has 

b een  d eclared  

op en  again  f o r  

services and  

m eet ings. So , t he 

FPC Book Club  w ill 

ho ld  t heir  

Feb ruary m eet ing 

on  Feb ruary 10t h  

at  2:00 o 'clock. We w ill b e d iscussing t he 

b ook, The Great  Bridge; The Ep ic St ory of  

t he Bu ild ing  of  t he Brooklyn  Bridge  b y 

David  McCullough . Please com e and  also  

b r ing your  suggest ions f o r  f ut ure b ooks 

t o  read . -Millie Murp hy 

Greet ings f rom  Nancy Ho lb rook, 

w ho  w an t s t he congregat ion  t o  

know  just  how  m uch  she 

ap p reciat es t he card s and  gif t s you 

have sen t  her. Thank you, t hank you. 

Thank you, All! 
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      Limited Mobilit y 
Martha Chappell     
Helen Danuser       
 
 

Church Family: 
Beth Baarda, rehabilitating at a family home 
Sandra Balfour, stage 4 pancreatic cancer, in hospice care 
Harry Beck, immunotherapy; Clear of Cancer 
Nan Carpenter, recovering from fall at home 
Dr. Joe Edwards, ongoing health concerns 
Peter Piro, bone cancer recurrence 
     
Extended Family: 
Judy K. Bledsoe, Mary Lucik’s daughter, possible surgery 
Michael Bledsoe, Mary Lucik’s grandson, multiple health concerns 
Brittany Caruthers, Sunda Coleman’s  niece, chemo treatment                                                                                                            
Susan Eilers, Mary Lucik’s friend, cancer surgery  
Dee Hartmann, Sandra Balfour’s sister-in-law, health issues 
Alonzo Kelley, Craig Callender’s father, Stage 4 Melanoma 
Elizabeth Knobel, Carolyn Morgan’s daughter, cancer stable 
Julie Montemayor, Becky Henderson’s mother, ongoing health concerns 
Paula Mitchell Murray, Anne Smart’s sister, Stage 4 Melanoma 
Chris Pearson, Sunda Coleman’s son, recovering at home; dialysis 
Runette Pounds, Sunda Coleman’s mother, ongoing health concerns 
Willy Sanders, Sunda Coleman’s cousin, ongoing health concerns                                                                                       

Bob Smart, Anne Smart’s husband, ankylosing spondylitis                                                                                               

Windy Spaide, Craig Callender’s sister, ongoing health concerns                                                                                           

Randy Stewart, Haywood Edwards son-in-law, ongoing health concerns 

 

 
 In Assisted Living: 

Bryan Dempster, Green Acres, 313 Allen Memorial Drive, Milledgeville 31061 
Nancy Holbrook, The Dublin Place, 504 Fire Tower Rd, Dublin GA 31021 
Eloise Lamb, Fellowship Home at Meriwether, 10 Meriwether Place Milledgeville 31061 
Gloria Smith, Highland Hills Village, 1660 Jennings Mill Road Watkinsville, GA 30677 
Suzy Smith, Savannah Court, 1061 Willow Run Rd, Unit 4, Greensboro GA 30642 

  
February 1~ John Lane 

February 2~ John Lamsma 

February 9~ Mary Jordan 

February 12~ Louise Sallstrom 
  
February 19~ Sunda Coleman 

February 21~ William Applebury 

February 22~ Nan Carpenter 
  
February 27 ~ Isabel Garcia 

February 27 ~ Lee Gillis 

 

 

February 8~ Jack & Deanna Bivins 

February 17~ Robby & Julie Deason 
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