
Session  Three 
“Lars and  t he Real Girl”  
Rat ed  PG-13. Runn ing  t im e: 1 hour and  46 m inu t es. 

(Love) hopes all t h ings, endures all t h ings … 

When I w as a ch ild , I spoke like a ch ild , 

I t hought  like a ch ild , I reasoned like a ch ild ; 

w hen I becam e an adu lt , I pu t  an  end  t o ch ild ish  

w ays. 

1 Corin t h ians 13:7 and  11 

We w ho are st rong  ought  t o bear w it h  t he f ailings 

of  t he w eak, and  not  t o p lease ourselves. Each  of  

us m ust  p lease our neighbor f or t he good purpose 

of  bu ild ing  up  t he neighbor. Welcom e one 

anot her, t heref ore, just  as Christ  has w elcom ed you , f or t he g lory of  God. — 

Rom ans 15:1-2 and  7 

Th is is a hum orous b ut  t ouch ing f i lm  show ing w hat  a Mat t hew  25 congregat ion  

m ight  b e like as t he p eop le em b race a d elud ed  young m an. I am  no t  sure if  Paul’s 

exact  w ord s t o  t he Rom ans f it  Lars Lind st rom  and  h is f am ily and  f r iend s in  t h is 

f i lm , b ut  if  w e could  sub st it ut e “w eird ” f o r  “w eak,” it  cer t ain ly w ould . What  a 

d eligh t  t o  see a f i lm m aker  p or t ray t he church  and  a p ast o r  in  such  a p osit ive w ay, 

as d irect o r  Craig Gillesp ie and  scr ip t w r it er  Nancy Oliver  d o in  w hat  has t o  b e 

d escr ib ed  as a m ost  q uirky lit t le f i lm .  

One d ay a large crat e ar r ives at  Lars’ lod gings, locat ed  in  a rem od eled  garage 

b eh ind  t he large f am ily hom e inhab it ed  b y h is b ro t her , Gus, and  sist er -in -law , 

Kar in ; a d elivery t hat  changes t he lif e o f  no t  on ly t he t h ree o f  t hem , b ut  also  t hat  

o f  vir t ually everyone in  t heir  sm all t ow n. Kar in  calls Lars at  t he o f f ice t o  in f o rm  

h im  o f  t he unusual p arcel, and  uncharact er ist ically, he rushes hom e, even  t hough 

q uit t ing t im e is hours aw ay. The next  t h ing w e know , t he ult ra-shy Lars, w ho has 

alw ays t urned  d ow n Kar in ’s m any invit at ions t o  b reakf ast  o r  d inner , show s up  at  

t heir  d oor  t o  in t rod uce t hem  t o  “Bianca.”  

Karen  and  Gus are a b it  surp r ised  t hat  Lars has in it iat ed  t he visit , b ecause he has 

t urned  d ow n all o f  her  p revious invit at ions t o  share a m eal w it h  t hem . When t hey 

look at  Lars' com p an ion , Bianca, t hey are sp eech less f o r  a m om ent . They glance 

q uickly at  each  o t her  f o r  som e clue as t o  how  t hey should  react . Bianca is one o f  

t hose “anat om ically cor rect ” lat ex “b abes” p ed d led  over  t he in t ernet . In  an  ear lier  

scene, t he p orno -loving geek w ho shares an  o f f ice cub icle w it h  Lars had  show n h is 

cow orker  t he w eb p age w here one could  cust om ize a lif e -size d o ll and  t hen  o rd er  

it . At  t he t im e, Lars q uickly t urned  aw ay f rom  t he screen . His p ain f u l shyness has 

b een such  t hat  he has avo id ed  all social con t act , even  w it h  h is f am ily, and  any 

m ent ion  o f  sex em b ar rasses h im . Ind eed , p ar t  o f  h is d iscom f or t  around  Kar in  is 

b ecause she is p regnant . 

Treat ing t he d o ll as if  it  w ere a real p erson , Lars says t hat  Bianca is a p arap legic 

m issionary, o f  m ixed  Brazilian and  Dan ish  p aren t age. Led  by Kar in , Gus p lays along, 

even  t o  t he ext en t  o f  allow ing Bianca t o  m ove in t o  t heir  sp are b ed room . Kar in  

round s up  som e o f  her  clo t hes f o r  Bianca, and  t hey locat e a w heelchair  so  t hat   



Lars can  t ransp or t  her  around  t he house and  t ow n. Soon, Lars, w ho had  h it her t o  

st ayed  alone in  h is ap ar t m ent , is t aking Bianca everyw here. 

It ’s f un  w at ch ing t he react ions o f  t hose m eet ing Bianca f o r  t he f ir st  t im e — 

shock, p uzzlem ent , t he lat t er  over  how  t hey should  react . To  t he cred it  o f  t he 

p eop le, t hose w ho know  and  love Lars p lay along, overcom ing any ob ject ions t hat  

o t hers w ho are skep t ical raise. Margo  (Kelli Garner ) a co -w orker  at  t he o f f ice w ho 

has som e neat ness issues, d ef end s Lars, and  if  he w ere no t  so  shy, w ould  have 

gone out  w it h  h im . Like h is f am ily, she accep t s Bianca as a real p erson . Th is is t he 

ad vice t hat  Dr . Dagm ar  (Pat r icia Clarkson) had  given  t o  Kar in  and  Gus w hen t hey 

b rough t  Lars (and  Bianca) t o  her  f o r  exam inat ion . 

The p hysician , ob viously t rained  also  in  p sycho logy, announces t hat  Bianca’s 

b lood  p ressure is very low , so  she suggest s t o  Lars t hat  he b r ing her  in  f o r  

t reat m ent  on  a w eekly b asis. Th is ruse allow s her  t o  t alk w it h  Lars, a good  t act ic, 

as she learns how  hugs, and  even  t ouch  such  as in  a hand shake, are p ain f u l t o  

h im , and  it  p rovid es Lars w it h  t he op p or t un it y at  last  t o  t alk ab out  h im self .  

Meanw h ile, as w ord  ab out  Lars and  h is com p an ion  sp read s t h roughout  t he 

village, a group  f rom  t he church  gat hers t o  d ecid e w hat  t hey should  d o . The 

alw ays-read y-t o -help  Mrs. Gruner  (Nancy Beat t y) d eclares t hat  t hey should  accep t  

and  w elcom e b o t h  Lars and  Bianca at  church  on  Sund ay. When t hey all t urn  t o  

and  ask t heir  m in ist er , Rev. Bock, f o r  h is op in ion , he f alls back on  t he o ld  

q uest ion , “What  w ould  Jesus d o?” The next  scene show s us w hat  t he good  

reverend  m eans — t here sit t ing in  t he p ew  w it h  h is b ro t her  and  sist er -in -law  are 

Lars and  Bianca. (Ear lier  w e had  heard  a b r ief  p or t ion  o f  h is serm on in  w h ich  he 

d eclared  t hat  God  is a God  o f  love w ho calls us t o  love one ano t her .) 

Those w ho love Frank Cap ra’s sen t im ent al f i lm s ext o lling t he d ecency o f  p eop le 

w ill cer t ain ly en joy t h is one. Ryan Gosling p lays Lars st raigh t , and  t he f ilm m akers 

resist  any t em p t at ion  t o  ob t ain  a laugh  at  h is exp ense — no  cam p y scenes, but  

cer t ain ly som e b izar re, f unny ones. If  every sm all t ow n w ere as sup p or t ive as t h is 

one, w ho w ould  w ant  t o  m ove t o  t he cit y? The unusual out com e w ill cheer  t he 

hear t  and  leave you f eeling good  f o r  a long t im e. There’s no  q uest ion  t hat  God  is 

very m uch a p resence in  t h is f i lm . 

 



For  Ref lect ion/Discussion  

1. When you f ir st  heard  t hat  a love d o ll is at  t he cen t er  

o f  t h is f i lm , w hat  d id  you t h ink o r  f eel? How  d o  t he 

f i lm m akers and  act o rs ach ieve t he r igh t  b alance 

t h roughout  t he f i lm ? 

2. Are t here any charact ers w it h  w hom  you id en t if y? 

Whom  t hat  you have m et  o r  know n is like Lars? Does 

your  church  have a good  num b er  o f  Mrs. Gruners and  

t he “church  lad ies”? 

3. What  d o you t h ink o f  t he p hysician ’s agreeing w it h  Kar in  t hat  t hey should  

cont inue t o  ind ulge Lars in  h is f an t asy? Of  her  com m ent  t o  t he reluct an t  Gus t hat  

Bianca “is real” t o  Lars and  t hat  “she is in  t ow n f o r  a reason”? Of  her  m et hod  of  

“t reat m ent ” b y f ir st  get t ing Lars t o  t alk ab out  Bianca and  t hen  h im self ? 

4. What  d o you t h ink o f  t he scene invo lving t he group  o f  church  m em b ers? How  is 

Mrs. Gruner ’s resp onse t yp ical o f  her , f rom  w hat  w e see of  her  in  o t her  scenes? How  

is t he m in ist er ’s WWJD resp onse ap p rop r iat e? What  d oes he d o  at  t he end  o f  t he 

service w hen t he peop le are leaving? What  d oes Mrs. Gruner  d o  out  in  t he parking 

lo t ? 

5. How  d oes Lars change b ecause o f  h is d elusion  and  t he sup p or t  o f  alm ost  

everyone? Whom  does he b egin  t o  no t ice at  t he o f f ice? Do you t h ink h is at t ract ion  

t o  Margo  con t r ib ut es t o  h is “argum ent ” w it h  Bianca? 

6. How  m igh t  Kar in ’s t elling Lars t hat  everyone is p aying at t en t ion  t o  Bianca b ecause 

t hey “love you” con t r ib ut e t o  Lars’ change? Here’s her  lit t le sp eech , g iven  in  

resp onse t o  Lars’ saying t hat  she d oesn ’t  care (ab out  h im ): “That  is just  no t  t rue! 

God ! Every p erson  in  t h is t ow n b end s over  b ackw ard  t o  m ake Bianca f eel at  hom e. 

Why d o  you t h ink she has so  m any p laces t o  go  and  so  m uch t o  d o? Huh? Huh? 

Because o f  you! Because — all t hese peop le — love you! We p ush  her  w heelchair . We 

d r ive her  t o  w ork. We d r ive her  hom e. We w ash her . We d ress her . We get  her  up  

and  p ut  her  t o  b ed . We car ry her . And  she is no t  pet it e, Lars. Bianca is a b ig, b ig g ir l! 

None o f  t h is is easy — f o r  any o f  us — b ut  w e d o  it . … Oh! We d o  it  f o r  you! So  d on ’t  

you d are t ell m e how  w e d on ’t  care.”  

7. Ano t her  good  exchange is b et w een Lars and  h is b ro t her , Gus, w hen t he lat t er  

resp ond s t o  Lars’ quest ion  ab out  w hat  is r igh t  — t hat  it  is “like w hen you d ecid e 

w hat  is r igh t  no t  just  f o r  you, b ut  f o r  everyone. Even w hen it  is hard .” He goes on  

b y saying how  t heir  f at her  t ook care o f  t hem  “even  t hough he had  a b roken  

hear t ” (over  t he d eat h  o f  t heir  m ot her ). He ap o logizes f o r  leaving hom e as soon as 

he could  b ecause o f  t he m elancho ly t hat  had  set t led  in t o  t heir  househo ld . 

8. How  d oes Lars reach  out  t o  Margo  at  t he o f f ice? How  is t h is a sign  t hat  he is 

m oving t ow ard  “w ho leness”? When he t ells Margo  t hat  he w ill b e f ree b ecause 

Bianca has b een elect ed  t o  t he schoo l b oard  and  m ust  at t end  a m eet ing, how  d id  

you f eel? What  d oes t h is show  ab out  t he level o f  sup p or t  t he t ow nsp eop le have 

b een giving h im ? 

9. At  t he b ow ling alley w hen t he new com ers saw  Lars, Margo  and  Bianca, w hat  d id  

you exp ect  t o  hap p en? Did  you t h ink t hat  t hey w ere ab out  t o  in t rud e and  upset  

m at t ers? How  d oes t h is inst ead  b ecom e a lovely lit t le m om ent  o f  so lid ar it y, o f  

celeb rat ion? 
 



10. What  d o you t h ink o f  t he w ay in  w h ich  Lars b egins t o  change h is relat ionsh ip  

w it h  Bianca? What  d o  you t h ink w as t he f i lm m akers’ in t en t ion  b y inser t ing a 

p or t ion  o f  ano t her  o f  Rev. Bock’s serm ons? What  d o  St . Paul’s w ord s have t o  d o  

w it h  Lars? How  is t he d oct o r  again  an  im p or t an t  f act o r  in  sup p or t ing Lars w hen 

Kar in  and  Gus com e t o  her  and  ask, “How  can  you let  t h is hap p en?”  

11. What  is it  t hat  Mrs. Gruner  and  her  t w o  kn it t ing f r iend s say w hen t hey com e 

t o  Lars’ hom e d ur ing Bianca’s “i llness”? How  is “just  sit t ing” o f t en  t he b est  

m in ist ry o f  t he church  t o  t hose in  need , esp ecially t hose gr ieving? 

12. How  d oes Lars’ “so lut ion” t o  h is p rob lem  o f  relat ing t o  Bianca and  t o  Margo  

seem  ap p rop r iat e f o r  h is cond it ion , as w ell as sat isf ying f o r  t he st o ry? How  are 

t he m in ist er ’s w ord s ap p rop r iat e and  t rue? Can you see t h is lit t le st o ry as one 

m ore o f  t he “m yst er ious w ays” in  w h ich  God  reaches out  “h is w ond ers t o  

p er f o rm ”? 

13. How  m igh t  t h is f i lm  con t r ib ut e t o  a d eep er  aw areness o f  t he nat ure and  ro le 

o f  your  church? Look over  t he seven  m arks o f  congregat ional vit alit y in  t he 

ar t icle “Build ing Congregat ional Vit alit y.” Wh ich  ones can  you see in  t h is church?  

14. We d o  no t  see a great  d eal o f  Rev. Bock, b ut  f rom  w hat  w e d o  see, w hat  

seem s t o  b e h is view  o f  t he ro le o f  a past o r? How  w ould  you charact er ize h is 

p reach ing? How  is t he p ast o r  a vit al p ar t  f o r  changing a congregat ion? 


