
Followers of Christ, called to serve our community  
and be an actively-engaging light to the world.  

We live into our faith, inspired by our worship, encouraged by our   
fellowship, empowered by our studies. As a Matthew 25            

Congregation, we answer the call to provide food and shelter to 
those in need. As a More Light Presbyterians Congregation,  
we provide a safe and affirming worshiping community for 

LGBTQIA+ persons, celebrating the uniqueness and dignity of 
each person as they seek a home for their faith and confidence in 

the promises of God for them.  

210 S. Wayne Street Milledgeville, GA 31061 
(478) 452-9394, milledgevillepcusa@gmail .com 

First Presbyterian Church 



January 4, 2026 
Epiphany of the Lord 

PRELUDE                How Bright Appears the Morning Star                    Johann Pachelbel 

CHIMING OF THE HOUR   
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Leader: The Word has become flesh and dwells among us, full of grace and truth. 
 Congregation: We rejoice in Christ, the Light of the World! 
We are delighted that you have joined us this Lord’s Day. If you’d like to learn more about our mission 

and ministry, we invite you to speak to the Pastor or an Elder. 
 

 GATHERING AROUND GOD’S WORD   
CHORAL INTROIT   Gentle Mary laid her child           GTG #146, vs. 1 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 Leader: Come! Let us seek the upside-down kingdom of God 
 Congregation: where there is no king—except an infant child. 
 Leader: How do we get to this upside-down kingdom of God? 
 Congregation: We follow a star to society’s outskirts. We dare to dream 
 impossible dreams. We worship a baby born to those deemed “least.” 
 Leader: What is it like, the upside-down kingdom of God? 
 Congregation: There the oppressed are precious and oppressed no more. There 
 outsiders are welcomed in not as guests, but kin. 
 Leader: When we worship together, 
 Congregation: we practice what it will be like to live in the upside-down kingdom 
 of God.      
PRAYER OF THE DAY   
 Jesus of the guiding star, defender of the defenseless, let us revere no human 
 leader, bow down to no king but you, who relinquished your crown to live among 
 your people. As we seek you, illuminate our way until we realize your guiding 
 light shining out of every face we meet and proceed to worship you by loving 
 them. Amen. 
*HYMN  147 The First Nowell 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 Holy Refugee of Israel, we would like to believe that we would be like the magi, 
 that we would protect the innocent child, that we would stand up to power. But 
 too often we have turned away from those who need us. Too often we have bent 
 to the powers that be, resigning ourselves to the way it has always been. Forgive 
 our lack of action, guide us back to your purposes, and help us be brave enough 
 to do your will. Amen. 
CHORAL RESPONSE   Angels sang about his birth           GTG #146, vs. 2 
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
 Leader: God calls to us from wherever we are. 
 Congregation: God’s love shines like a beacon. 
 Leader: God’s voice echoes in our souls, “You are forgiven!”  
 Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
GLORIA PATRI              HYMN NO. 581 

Glory be to the Creator, and to the Christ and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end! 

Amen, amen 
THE PEACE 
Leader: The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
Congregation: And also with you. 
Please greet those near to you with the peace of Christ. 



HEARING GOD’S WORD  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
TIME WITH THE YOUNG DISCIPLES                          The Youth 

ANTHEM             What Star is This?       Rachel Aarons 
Elise Naber-Allen, flute 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSONS 
 Old Testament: Isaiah 60:1–6      OT pg. 690 
 Gospel: Matthew 2:1–12       NT pg.  2 
SERMON     Arise, Shine      Rev. Mari Turner  
LITANY FOR EPHIPHANY 
 Leader: Arise, shine; for your light has come! The glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
 Congregation: Jesus Christ is the light of the world. 
 Leader: Nations will come to his light, and rulers will seek his radiance. 
 Congregation: Jesus Christ is the light of the world. 
 Leader: He will judge the people with righteousness and defend the cause of the poor. 
 Congregation: Jesus Christ is the light of the world. 
 Leader: The mystery of the ages is revealed; the eternal plan of God is known to all.  
 Congregation: Jesus Christ is the light of the world. 
 Leader: Let us kneel down before him to give him honor, glory, and praise. 
 Congregation: Jesus Christ is the light of the world. 
 Leader: Let us offer him all the treasures of our hearts and our lives. 
 Congregation: Jesus Christ is the light of the world. 
 Leader:  God of endless light, you sent a star …. through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
 lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen. 
*HYMN 145 What Child is This? 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
MOMENT FOR HISTORY        .            Ruby Werts 
INVITATION TO OFFERING 

OFFERTORY   Dearest Emmanuel, Lord of the Devout    J.S. Bach, arr. Blake 

*DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;   

Praise God, all creatures here below;   Alleluia!  Alleluia!   
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!   

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!   Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

From the fullness of God we have all received grace upon grace. Let us offer our 
lives to the Lord. You may present your offering at the front of the sanctuary, or if 
you prefer to contribute electronically, you can do so using the PayPal QR code 
in your bulletin or visit our website at fpcmilledgeville.org.  

What star is this, with beams so bright, 
more beauteous than the noonday light? 
It shines to herald forth the King, 
and Gentiles to his crib to bring. 
 
True spake the prophet from afar 
who told the rise of Jacob’s star; 
and eastern sages with amaze 
upon the wondrous token gaze. 
 
The guiding star above is bright; 
within them shines a clearer light, 

and leads them on with power benign 
to seek the Giver of the sign. 
 

O Jesus, while the star of grace 
impels us on to seek thy face, 
let not our slothful hearts refuse 
the guidance of thy light to use. 
 
To God the Father, heavenly Light, 
to Christ, revealed in earthly night, 
to God the Holy Ghost we raise 
our equal and unceasing praise. 



LORD’S PRAYER 
  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
  will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
  forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into            
  temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
  and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE  
 PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

BEARING GOD’S WORD INTO THE WORLD 
*HYMN 152 What Star is This, with Beams So Bright 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
CHORAL BENEDICTION   Gentle Mary laid her child     GTG #146, vs. 3 
POSTLUDE                 Christians, Be Joyful        J.S. Bach, arr. Ritter 
 

We thank Jenny Moore for being our guest organist today. 
 

Liturgy provided by Call to Worship: Liturgy, Music, Preaching, and the Arts, and is used with permission. 

Great is the mystery of faith…. 

...Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor are 
yours, almighty God, now and forever….. 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 
INVITATION  
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Leader: The Lord be with you.  
Congregation: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts.  
Congregation: We lift them to the 
 Lord. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord 
 our God. 
Congregation: It is right to give our 
 thanks and praise. 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God .… 
Therefore we praise you, joining the 
song of the universal church and the 
heavenly choir: 

SEALING GOD’S WORD 



 
 
CHURCH FAMILY: 
Harry Beck, ongoing health concerns 
Nan Carpenter, ongoing health concerns    
Sunda Coleman, recovering from surgery after a fall 
Louise Sallstrom, recovering at Lynn Haven Health and Rehabilitation in Gray, Georgia 
Ellen Thompson, recovering from a broken hip at home 
EXTENDED FAMILY: 
Darryl Allen, Andrew Allen’s father, ongoing health concerns 
Nannette Green Allen, childhood friend of Margaret Ivester with serious health issues 
Mark Archer, Sunda Coleman’s brother-in-law, hip replacement, recovering at home  
Michael Bledsoe, Mary Lucik’s grandson, multiple health concerns 
Taylor Croghan, Craig Callender’s niece, EDS diagnosis                                                                       
Don Goggans, Elaine Goggans’ son, stage four cancer 
Alonzo Kelley, Craig Callender’s father, Stage 4 Melanoma 
Velma Kelley, Craig Callender’s grandmother, ongoing health concerns 
Elizabeth Knobel, Carolyn Morgan’s daughter, ongoing health concerns                                                             
Charles Morgan, Jennifer Flory’s father, ongoing health concerns 
Joanne Murphy, Kathy Carroll’s mother, ongoing health issues- at Carlyle House in Macon 
John J. Murphy, Kathy Carroll’s father, recovering from kidney operation  
Paul Orman, Barbara Orman’s husband, ongoing health concerns 
Chris Pearson, Sunda Coleman’s son, recovering at home; dialysis 
Renee Pearson, Sunda Coleman’s daughter-in-law, diagnosed with congestive heart failure, 
at home 
Runette Pounds, Sunda Coleman’s mother, ongoing health concerns 
Bob Smart, Anne Smart’s husband, ankylosing spondylitis                                                   
Windy Spaide, Craig Callender’s sister, ongoing health concerns 
Randy Stewart, Haywood Edwards’ son-in-law, ongoing health concerns   
Ike Thomas, ongoing cancer treatments 
Dudley Weathers, Anne Weathers’ husband, at home in hospice care 
Wayne Woodard, Ruby Werts’ brother, diagnosed with Parkinson’s    
 
IN ASSISTED LIVING 
Nan Carpenter, PO Box  527, Jefferson, GA 30549 
Jude Hirsch, Fellowship Home at Meriwether, 10 Meriwether Place 
Laura King, The Cottages of Milledgeville, 1010 Fernwood Drive                                                 
Maryanne Morris, Fellowship Home at Meriwether, 10 Meriwether Place 
Runette Pounds, in hospital, moving soon to Fellowship Home 
Suzy Smith, The Oaks Peake, 400 Foster Rd., A2, Macon, GA 31210  
 

 
 
 
 

Nursery Volunteers 
January 4 ~ Anne Smart/Sherry Henry 
January 11 ~ Nancy Miller/Susan McGill 
January 18 ~ Joel Burns/Laurie Peebles 
January 25~  Margaret Ivester/Gloria Burns 
Liturgist  
January 4 & 11 ~ Joel Burns 
January 18 & 25 ~ Melba Burrell 
 



  
9:45 AM Sunday School Class (meets in Betty Newton Campbell parlor),  
 we are studying The Bible With and Without Jesus: How Jews and Christians Read 
 the Same Stories Differently by Amy Jill Levine and Marc Zvi Brettler. Please contact 
 Joel Burns, joeldburns@gmail.com if you are interested in attending via Zoom. 
Sunday: 9:45 AM Fellowship Sunday School Class (meets in small room next to 
 office at end of hall), studying Being a Presbyterian in the Bible Belt by Ted V. 
 Foote Jr. & P. Alex Thornburg. 
Sunday: 10:15AM  Children’s Sunday School Class, singing, crafts and  
 stories, (meeting in the Craft Room upstairs) 
Sunday: 12:00PM Youth Group (Youth Room) 
Wednesday: 6:30PM Wednesday Night Potluck and Bible Study, studying        
 Uppity Women of the Bible by Hebrew Bible professor Dr. Lisa Wolfe,                 
           (meeting in the Fellowship Hall).                                                                                                                    

THIS WEEK AT OUR CHURCH: January 4-11, 2026 
Today   9:45  Sunday School 
   10:15  Children’s Sunday School 
   10:15   Bicentennial Kickoff Reception 
   11:00  Worship 
Monday  7:00  Oconee Recovery Coalition 
Tuesday  9:30   Food Pantry 
   12:00  Kiwanis 
   7:30  NA Meeting  
Wednesday  6:30   Wednesday Night Potluck and Bible Study 
Thursday  7:30  NA Meeting 
Saturday  10:00  De-Hanging of the Greens 
   7:30  NA Meeting  
Sunday  9:45  Sunday School 
   10:15  Children’s Sunday School 
   11:00   Worship 
   5:00  PW Bible Study 

Offerings in December           $ 29,351.47 
Anticipated December expenses: $21,014.00 

(Monthly expenditures may exceed anticipated amounts) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Even though Christmas 2025 has passed, Bicentennial Christmas             

Ornaments are still available for sale before worship or in the Church Office.  
The cost is 1 for $15 or 2 for $25.  

All proceeds from this fundraiser will be used to support the  

Join us for worship in-person or online  
on Facebook Live every week. 

Time with the Young Disciples Cast & Crew: 
Family – Teri Anne Bradley, Aubrey Cook,  
Heath Cook 
Mary – Maxime Tchamna 
Joseph – Nathan Tchamna 
Jesus – Owen Orock 
The Star – Jakob Freeman 
Magi – Hannah Nwankonta, Uriel Nwankonta,  
Bennett Orock 

 
 
Camel - Jasper 
Herod – Emily Bradley 
Stage Manager – Emily Carson 
Producer – Mari Turner 
Music Director – Jennifer Flory 
Costumer – Ruby Werts 
Animal Handler – Jennifer King 








