
210 S. Wayne Street, Milledgeville, Georgia 31061  

478-452-9394; fpchurch@windstream.net; www.fpcmilledgevilleorg 

Like us on Facebook 

Followers of Christ, called to serve our community  

and be an actively-engaging light to the world.  

We live into our faith, inspired by our worship, encouraged by our fellowship,       

empowered by our studies. As a Matthew 25 Congregation, we answer the call to 

provide food and shelter to those in need. As a More Light Presbyterians            

Congregation, we provide a safe and affirming worshiping community for queer 

persons, celebrating the uniqueness and dignity of each person as they seek a home 

for their faith and confidence in the promises of God for them.  



March 5, 2023 
Second Sunday in Lent   

PRELUDE                            Become to Us the Living Bread                  Emma Lou Diemer 
CHIMING OF THE HOUR    
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

We are delighted that you have joined us this Lord’s Day. If you’d like to learn more about our 
mission and ministry, we invite you to speak to Rev. Susan. Thank you for being with us! 

         GATHERING AROUND GOD’S WORD  
CHORAL INTROIT              In the deep night of the soul                          Conrad Kocher                  
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                           
 Leader: What is it like to begin again?  
 Congregation: It is like flowers in the spring that push through frozen 
 ground. It is like babies learning to walk, one clumsy step at a time. It is 
 like Nicodemus in the night, asking Jesus for guidance. It is like a      
 Sunday morning, starting our week anew. 
 Leader: May we find God in our seeking. 

 Congregation: May we learn as we go.  
 Leader: May we be brave enough to begin anew. 
 Congregation: Let us worship the God of new beginnings. 
CHILDREN’S TIME                                                                                    Anne Smart 

MORNING PRAYER     
 God our helper, our shade, our protector, you are able to give life to the 
 dead, to call into being things that do not exist. We trust in your power to 
 make all things new; to keep us in sunlight and moonlight, along rocky 
 paths and pathways unknown; until all our going and coming brings us at 
 last to your kingdom promised in Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

*HYMN 37     Let All Things Now Living 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
 The prayer of confession offers us a new beginning. In the prayer of confession, 
 we lay our cards on the table. We speak honestly with God about who we are 
 and who we long to be. And in response, God wraps us in grace and lets us 
 begin again. So together, with God’s grace, let us wipe the slate clean.          
 Together, with god’s grace, let us pray the prayer of confession. 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 Leader: God of new life, you call us into unknown places, 
 Congregation: and we bury our heads in the sand. 
 Leader: You promise all the stars in the sky, 
 Congregation: and we doubt it can be true. 
 Leader: You speak of new life in the Spirit, 
 Congregation: and we tell ourselves we’ve missed our chance. 
 Leader: Over and over again, you invite us closer to you. 
 Congregation: Show us the way. Forgive our mistakes. Give us the      
 courage to begin again with you. Amen.   

HEARING GOD’S WORD  

CHORAL RESPONSE                In the sunset of our life                             Conrad Kocher   
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
 Leader: Family of faith, hear and believe this good news: There is a grace to 
 God’s love that is bigger than we can imagine. No matter what we did or didn’t 
 do yesterday, we have been forgiven. Today, the slate is wiped clean. Today, we 
 are made new.  
 Congregation: We belong to God. We are held in God’s love. We are made 
 anew. Amen.  
 
*Please stand as you are able. 
 
  
 



GLORIA PATRI        HYMN NO. 581 
Glory be to the Creator, and to the Christ and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end! 

Amen, amen 

THE PEACE  
 
ANTHEM       O God, Who on the Holy Mount                 Robert W. Lehman 

 
O God, who on the holy mount revealed to chosen witnesses your well-beloved Son, 

wonderfully transfigured, in raiment white and glistening: 
Mercifully grant that we, being delivered from the disquietude of this world, 

may by faith behold the King in his beauty; 
who with you, O Father, and you, O Holy Spirit, 

lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 Holy God, we come to you today with our biggest questions: Who are we 
called to be? What do you need from us? Where are you in our midst? How 
can we follow you more clearly? As we read your Word today, we ask that 
you would weave answers into the text. Speak to us through these ancient 
stories that we might find what we are seeking in you. With gratitude and 
open hearts we pray, amen. 

 
     SCRIPTURE READINGS               Pew Bible Page # 
   OLD TESTAMENT Genesis 12:1-4a   OT P 10 
   PSALM  Psalm 121    OT P 571 
   NEW TESTAMENT Romans 4:1-5, 13-17  NT P 154 
   GOSPEL  John 3:1-17    NT P 93 
 
SERMON                                    Rev. Susan Balfour 
 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 
*HYMN 829         My Faith Looks Up to Thee 
 
INVITATION 
GREAT THANKSGIVING (see insert) 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER   
    
MINUTE FOR MISSION                 Donna Gautier 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

 All that we have is a gift from God. In faith and gratitude, we     
 return now a portion of what we have so abundantly received, as 
 grateful heirs of the promises of God. 
 
OFFERTORY                   I Need Thee Every Hour             Emma Lou Diemer                        
                       



Pastor, Rev. Susan Balfour, revsebalfour@gmail.com  

Children & Youth, Gloria Burns, gloryb.ce@gmail.com 
Admin. Asst., Lois Callender, fpchurch@windstream.net 

Music Director, Dr. Jennifer Flory, jennifer.flory@gcsu.edu 

Organist, Kate Phillips  

Treasurer, Joel Burns   

 

 

    OFFICE HOURS 
9am ~ 1pm M-Fri.                      

       PASTOR OFFICE HOURS 

   10am ~ 1pm Tues-Fri.  

If  you would like to schedule an appt. with Rev. Susan, please call the office  

“Like” us on FACEBOOK https://www.facebook.com/
First.Presbyterian.Church.Milledgeville. GA 

          
*DOXOLOGY           Praise God from whom all blessings flow;                
       Praise God all creatures here below;  
       Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

                Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. 
              Amen. 

 
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION 
 Gracious God, we dedicate to you not only these gifts, but also ourselves, 
 in deep gratitude- for your call on our lives, your guidance in the         
 baptismal journey, and for blessing us that we may be a blessing to     
 others. Accept what we bring for your own good purposes. In Christ we 
 pray. Amen. 
 
   BEARING GOD’S WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

*HYMN 45 I to the Hills Will Lift My Eyes 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION Go in Peace. AMEN!      
CHORAL BENEDICTION      Every moment, every hour                             Conrad Kocher 

*POSTLUDE                           Doing God’s Will                                   Christopher Tambling 
                         
         
Prayer by Rev. Sarah A. Speed/A Sanctified Art LLC/sanctifiedart.org      
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CHURCH FAMILY: 
 
Harry Beck, ongoing medical concerns 
Nan Carpenter, recovering from a fall                                                                           

Helen Danuser, recovering from a fall                                                                                          

Jenny Moore, recovering at home                                                                                    

Joel Respess, recovering from knee surgery                                                                          

John Sallstrom, ongoing health concerns                                    
EXTENDED FAMILY: 
Julie Balfour, Susan Balfour’s sister, in the ICU                                                              
Michael Bledsoe, Mary Lucik’s grandson, multiple health concerns 

Brittany Caruthers, Sunda Coleman’s niece, chemo treatment 

Susan Eilers, Mary Lucik’s friend, cancer surgery  

Dee Hartmann, Susan Balfour’s aunt, health issues                                                          

Alonzo Kelly, Craig Callender’s father, Stage 4 Melenoma 

Elizabeth Knobel, Carolyn Morgan’s daughter, cancer stable                                                     
Joanne Lambertson, family friend of Jennifer Flory, fighting cancer 

Julie Montemayor, Becky Henderson’s mother, ongoing health concerns                         

Joanne Murphy, Kathy Carroll’s mother, mass on her colon- at Carlyle House in Macon 
Chris Pearson, Sunda Coleman’s son, recovering at home; dialysis 

Runette Pounds, Sunda Coleman’s mother, ongoing health concerns, recovering from a fall                              

Willy Sanders, Sunda Coleman’s cousin, ongoing health concerns 

Bob Smart, Anne Smart’s husband, ankylosing spondylitis                                                  

Suzy Smith, Lois Callender’s mother, knee replacement surgery 
Windy Spaide, Craig Callender’s sister, ongoing health concerns 

Randy Stewart, Haywood Edwards son-in-law, ongoing health concerns                               

Dudley Weathers, Anne Weathers’ husband, ongoing health concerns. 
  
IN ASSISTED LIVING 
Bryan Dempster, Green Acres, 313 Allen Memorial Drive SW, Milledgeville, GA 31061 

Nancy Holbrook, The Dublin Place, 504 Fire Tower Rd, Dublin GA 31021 

Eloise Lamb, Fellowship Home at Meriwether, 10 Meriwether Place, Milledgeville, GA 31061 

Maryann Morris, Fellowship Home at Meriwether, 10 Meriwether Place                                

Gloria Smith, Fellowship Home at Meriwether, 10 Meriwether Place, Ste 1110 

Suzy Smith, Savannah Court 1061 Willow Run Rd., Unit 4, Greensboro GA 30642 
 

 

LIMITED MOBILITY 

Beth Baarda  

Martha Chappell 
Helen Danuser 

MILITARY SERVICE 

Will Deason        

Rebecca Elangwe                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Join us for worship in-person, online at Facebook Live or on the radio 
at 102.3 WKZR  radio every week. 

Sunday: 9:30AM Zoom Sunday School Class, we are studying The          

Collected Sermons of Walter Brueggemann 

www.Zoom.com, Meeting ID: 871 5078 2729 

Passcode: 881336 

Fellowship Sunday School Class, studying A Call to Die by 

David Nasser, Meeting in the Parlor Room 

 
Tuesday: 2:00PM Matthew 25 Book Study, meeting in the 

Parlor Room,    studying Covenant Economics. 
Wednesday: 6:30PM Wednesday Night Potluck and Bible Study, Bullies 
   and Saints by John Dickson                                            
Thursday 5:30PM Matthew 25 Book Study, meeting at Metropolis for  
   fellowship and learning about Matthew 25,   

   studying Covenant Economics  



THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 

seeking: How do we begin again? 

how do we begin again? 
Do we slide into something new? 

Do we make a formal announcement? Dearest reader, 

I have decided to begin again. Do we turn gradually, a gentle yield 

in a new direction; or like a wave, 

do we crash onto the shore of a new day? 

Do we grieve the change? Are there breadcrumbs on the path? 

Will Nicodemus be there? 

Will it ever be easy? 

I’m not sure exactly how we begin again, 

but I know that moths wrap themselves in silk, 

and after quite some time, 

after many long nights, 

after days spent alone, 

they break out of their shell. 

They pull themselves out under open sky, 

and they spend the rest of their days chasing the light. 

Maybe it’s always that way with beginnings. 

Maybe it feels like the protective layer falling away. 

Maybe we have to go it alone at first. 

Maybe it feels like pulling and dragging yourself into something new. 

Maybe there’s always open sky at the other end. 
 

written by: rev. sarah speed | sanctifiedart.org |  

THIS WEEK AT OUR CHURCH: March 5-12   
Today:   9:30 Sunday School 
       11:00 Worship with Communion 
   12:00  Informal Congregational Meeting Re: Sabbatical 
Tuesday:    9:30 Food Pantry  
   12:00 Kiwanis   
   2:00 Matthew 25 Book Study in the Parlor Room                                          
Wednesday:  6:30 Potluck and Bible Study 
Thursday:  2:00  FPC Book Club 
   5:30 Matthew 25 Book Study at Metropolis 
   6:00 In Our Best Interest 
Sunday:  9:30 Sunday School 
   11:00 Worship  
   2:00 S.T.A.R.S. 
   3:00 Sunday Youth Group (6th -12th )  
   4:00 PW Bible Study 

 

Offerings in February   $$11,648.01  
Anticipated February expenses: $19,736.00 

 (Monthly expenditures may exceed anticipated amounts 



THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

Leader: The Lord be with you 
Congregation: And also with you 
Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Leader: It is truly right and our greatest joy... 
... Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with the celestial choirs and with all 
the faithful of every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of your name: 
 

 



According to Christ’s commandment: We remember his death, we proclaim his 
resurrection, we await his coming in glory... 

...Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all glory and honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 
 come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
 daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead 
 us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the                
 kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
 








