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Beloved, 

Greetings in the name of our Risen Christ! I am grateful for you, and for the love and 

support you have shown me. This liturgical year has been so difficult, and it’s been 

heartbreaking to miss Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, and Easter with you. I assure you, 

however, that I would not have wanted any other church family by my side as I have 

cared for my mother through hospice and death. It is a mark of a loving church that you 

have shown me such grace, and I praise God for bringing together such a wonderful 

family of faith. 

In lieu of the usual pastoral reflection, I simply want to thank you all for the cards, 

flowers, calls, and treats. Mom’s last hours surrounded her with the delicate fragrance 

of roses and the soaring joy of your voices singing Easter’s good news. Though I so 

wished to be present with you as we celebrated the Resurrection, please know that you 

were present with us as we celebrated, our family gathered around Mom. I can’t think 

of a better soundtrack for one’s final hours 

than the one you provided. It’s a precious 

memory I will carry with me the rest of my 

days. 

You are precious to me, my beloved. May 

the good news of the Resurrection sustain 

you all your days. 

In Christ,  

Rev. Susan 

Thanks t o  your  generosit y, Fir st  

Presb yt er ian  Church  Milled geville is 

d onat ing over  $1,200 t o  t he One Great  Hour  

o f  Shar ing sp ecial o f f er ing. These f und s help  

p eop le af f ect ed  b y d isast er  in  t he Un it ed  

St at es and  around  t he w or ld . Your  g if t s t o  

One Great  Hour  o f  Shar ing allow  f o r  an  

im m ed iat e resp onse f rom  Presb yt er ian  

Disast er  Assist ance (PDA) w hen em ergencies 

f ir st  occur , o f t en  resp ond ing t o  cr ises t hat  

never  m ake it  in t o  t he new s.  



 

The FPC Book Club  w ill  m eet  on  May 12t h  at  2:00 p m  in  t he church  

p ar lo r . The b ook w e w ill b e d iscussing is Sky Pilo t : Francis Gary  Pow ers, 

The U-2 Inciden t  and  a Con t roversial Cold  War Legacy  b y Francis Gary 

Pow ers, Jr  and  Keit h  Dunnavan t . Francis Gary Pow ers, Jr  is t he son  o f  

t he f am ed  U-2 p ilo t  Gary Pow ers, w hose U-2 sp y p lane w as sho t  d ow n 

over  Russia w h ile on  a sp ying m ission  f o r  t he CIA. The b ook, b ased  on  

new ly availab le in f o rm at ion , p resen t s t he f act s and  d isp els 

m isin f o rm at ion  ab out  t he crash  o f  t he p lane, t he t r ial f o r  sp ying, and  t he result ing 

p r ison  sen t ence o f  Pow ers t o  a Russian  p r ison . The aut hors have w r it t en  t h is new  

accoun t  o f  Pow ers' lif e b ased  on  f iles t hat  had  no t  b een  p reviously availab le. An  

in t erest ing sid e b ar  is t hat  t he sub ject  o f  t he f ilm , Bridge of  Sp ies, st ar ing Tom  Hanks is 

ab out  t he con t roversy over  t he sw ap  o f  an  Am er ican -held  Russian  sp y f o r  Gary Pow ers. 

The b ook select ion  f o r  June is How  t he Sou t h  Won t he War  b y Heat her  Cox Richard son . 

Alt hough  t he Nor t h  w on  t he Civil War , end ing slavery and  g iving t he coun t ry a new  

b ir t h  o f  f r eed om , t he aut hor  argues t hat  t he syst em  t hat  sust ained  t he Sout h  m oved  

West  and  est ab lished  a f oo t  ho ld , t hus g iving a new  b ir t h  o f  w h it e m ale o ligarchy. 

Set t lers f rom  t he East  and  Sout h  p ushed  in t o  t he West  seizing land s f rom  t he Mexican -

Am er icans and  t he Nat ive Am er icans cem ent ing new  racial h ierarch ies. Lat er  t he 

Conservat ive Movem en t  led  b y West erners Bar ry Go ld w at er , Richard  Nixon  and  Ronald  

Reagan , w orked  w it h  t he Dixiecrat s t o  em b race t he id eo logy o f  t he Con f ed eracy. 

Looking f o rw ard  t o  seeing you May 12t h  f o r  ano t her  in t erest ing d iscussion . Our  b ook 

t h is m on t h  has a Milled geville connect ion  t hat  w ill b e f un  t o  exp lo re.-Millie Murp hy 

Session Updat e 

The Session  m et  in  March  and  Ap r il. We have b een w orking 

on  reso lving som e b ack issues and  con t inuing t o  m ove 

f o rw ard . Com m union  w as served  on  March  6, Ap r il 3,14,& 

17. 

We p rom ot ed  t he One Great  Hour  o f  Shar ing t h rough a 

“b lue-out ” d ay and  inser t s in  b ullet ins. There w as an  East er  

egg hun t  held  f o r  t he ch ild ren  on  Ap r il 9, 2022; t he 

ch ild ren  had  p alm s t o  w ave on  Palm  Sund ay. 

We had  a “clean -up  d ay” p r io r  t o  East er  Sund ay w it h  several church  m em b ers help ing 

around  t he church  b uild ing. Our  w eb sit e has b een up d at ed , b ut  w e are st ill w ait ing 

t o  get  an  o f f icial dom ain  nam e. We are in  t he p rocess o f  up d at ing t he st ream ing 

service f o r  us t o  b e ab le t o  con t inue t o  st ream  t he Sund ay m orn ing and  o t her  

im p or t an t  d ays over  Faceb ook Live.  

We recen t ly had  a luncheon af t er  church  t o  honor  our  em p loyees and  have a 

w ond er f u l t im e o f  f ellow sh ip  w it h  t hose in  at t end ance. Susan has d ecid ed  t o  w ait  

un t il 2024 f o r  her  Sab b at ical leave. She is w orking w it h  t he Presb yt er ian  f ound at ion  

t o  com e and  sp eak w it h  us. 

The st ained  glass rep air  is sched uled  t o  st ar t  in  June o r  July. It  is a very sp ecialized  

p rocess t hat  can  b e af f ect ed  b y w eat her  and  availab ilit y o f  t echn icians. The surge 

p ro t ect ion  d evice has b een inst alled . The in t ernet  cab le in  Reverend  Susan ’s o f f ice 

w ill be m oved  t o  t he sanct uary f o r  b et t er  in t ernet  access in  t he sanct uary.  

BREAKING NEWS 



                   

           
                  May     

1 9:30 Sund ay Schoo l                                    

11:00 Worsh ip  Service on                                                   

FBLive & WKZR102.3FM               

S.T.A.R.S.2:00-4:00    

Pent ecost  Special 

Of f er ing St ar t s  

2 3                                         

9:30-10:30 Food              

Pan t ry                                   

12:00 Kiw an is           

Luncheon                           

8   9:30 Sund ay Schoo l                                    

11:00 Worsh ip  Service on                                                   

FBLive & WKZR102.3FM               

S.T.A.R.S.2:00-4:00     

                                   

9 10                                         

9:30-10:30 Food                   

Pan t ry                              

12:00 Kiw an is           

Luncheon                           

 

15  9:30 Sund ay Schoo l                                   

11:00 Worsh ip  Service on                                                   

FBLive & WKZR102.3FM   

S.T.A.R.S.2:00-4:00                                                                                                   

16 17                                        

9:30-10:30 Food              

Pan t ry and                  

Sam ar it an   Min ist ry                             

12:00 Kiw an is Luncheon   

5:30 Session  Meet ing                                                                                      

22 9:30 Sund ay Schoo l    

11:00  Worsh ip  Service on                                                   

FBLive & WKZR102.3FM               

S.T.A.R.S.2:00-4:00       

12:00PM Church       

Luncheon                                                                                               

23 24                                       

9:30-10:30 Food                     

Pan t ry                                 

12:00 Kiw an is                  

Luncheon                         

               

29  9:30 Sund ay Schoo l                                   

11:00  Worsh ip  Service on                                                   

FBLive & WKZR102.3FM  

S.T.A.R.S.2:00-4:00                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

                                        

30 Of f ice Closed  31                                                                      

9:30-10:30 Food                    

Pan t ry                                     

12:00 Kiw an is           

Luncheon                                       

   



                   

           
                        2022    

4 Wednesday                          

Bib le St udy 6:30PM                              

5 

 

6 

 

7  3:00PM Funeral f o r  

Sand ra Balf our  at  

Rut her f o rd t on  

Presbyt er ian  

Church , 

Rut her f o rd t on , NC 

11 Wednesday                          

Bib le St udy 6:30PM 

12                            

FPC Book Club  

2:00PM 

13 14 

18 Wednesday                          

Bib le St udy 6:30PM 

19 20 21 

25 Wednesday                       

Bib le St udy 6:30PM 

26 27 

 

28 

    

    Elders on Session 

Class of 2024 ~ Catherine Dean (Congregational Life) Jennifer Flory (Worship) Nancy Miller 

(Clerk of Session) Laurie Peebles (Personnel) Anne Smart (Christian Education) Bill Werts 

(Missions and Outreach) 

 

 

Operations: The church office is now open 

Monday - Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 



.  

MISSION AND MINISTRY 
   Food Pantry 

 Food  Pant ry served  19 f am ilies d ur ing Ap r il, 

none f o r  t he f ir st  t im e, t hough som e ret urned  

af t er  long ab sence. All exp ress t heir  app reciat ion  

and  m any rem ark t hat  t h is f ood  is a real       

b lessing. We are, o f  course, b ack t o  in -p erson  

w orsh ip  and  t he ch ild ren  are eager  t o  b egin  

b r inging f o rw ard  your  f ood  o f f er ings on  f ir st  

Sund ays. They get  as m uch joy f rom  d o ing t hat  

as w e d o  f rom  w at ch ing! If  you have it em s t o  d onat e (p lease ob -

serve t he guid elines b elow ), d rop  t hem  at  t he en t ry d oor  and  t he 

youngst ers w ill "see t o  t hem ". Also, you m ay b r ing t h ings w hen-

ever  t he o f f ice is op en o r  you have occasion  t o  b e in  t he b uild ing. 

In -kind  d onat ions are im p or t an t  as grocery p r ices con t inue t o  r ise 

and  w e, as w ell as our  guest s, need  t o  st ret ch  our  d o llars. Con-

t inue t o  keep  t h is valuab le m in ist ry in  your  p rayers and  your  

b ud get s.  Bless you!- Donna Gaut ier                                                

Food Pantry staples list: Canned  soup s, canned  ravio li, canned  ham , 

t una, salm on , and  ch icken ; b oxed  m ac & cheese, p ast a nood les, gr it s, oat m eal, 

and /o r  cereal; p eanut  b ut t er  & jelly; canned  sp aghet t i sauce, f ru it , and        

veget ab les.                                                                                                       

Caf e Cen t ral, Milledgeville's on ly soup  kit chen , has resum ed  

serving in  t he d in ing room  at  Freedom  Church . A ho t  m eal 

once a w eek is im por t an t  t o  so  m any, as is t he f ellow sh ip  

t hey m ay no t  regular ly have. Your  p rayers, your  f inancial 

suppor t , and  even  your  vo lun t eered  t im e are covet ed . You 

m ay con t act  m e f o r  in f o rm at ion : gaut ierd onna@gm ail.com . 

           

Samaritan Ministry 

Th is m ont h , w e w ere 

ab le t o  help  3 peop le 

w it h  t heir  ut ilit ies in  

t he am ount  o f  $421.57. 

Thank you so  m uch  f o r  

your  generous sup p or t  

o f  t h is m in ist ry. Our    

ap p licat ion  f o r  m ore 

f und s f rom  PC(USA) has 

b een sen t  in . We w ill 

know  m ore in  t he next  

f ew  m ont hs. There        

rem ains a need  f o r     

ano t her  p erson  t o  help  

Bill as he aid s t hose 

w ho com e t o  us f o r    

assist ance. Please     

consid er  g iving o f  your  

t im e once a m ont h  f o r  

t h is m in ist ry. 

 TREASURER'S CORNER  
  
In  May w e st ar t  t o  f eel t he heat  o f  Milledgeville's sum m ers. We        

generally t h ink o f  graduat ions, vacat ions and  leisure. We lose som e o f  

t he d r ive t hat  w e have at  t he st ar t  o f  t he year  and  o f t en  at t endance 

and  con t r ibut ions at  church  suf f er . Th is year  w e need  t o  f igh t  t hese 

t endencies. As m ost  o f  you are aw are, our  church  serves t he com m un it y dur ing every par t  o f  

t he year  and  if  w e f ail t o  at t end , w ork and  con t r ibut e t o  it s f inancial w ell b eing all o f  us are 

hur t . Please m ake a special ef f o r t  t o  keep  our  church  st rong.  

God  b less everyone.- Joel D. Burns 

                                            February                March            2022 YTD                                                     

  Contributions                                                     $15,514                $10,389  $37,843                                                                                                         

  Other Income                                                       $683                    $1,722                    $3,465                                                                                                                        

  Total Income                                                      $16,197                $12,111             $41,308 

  Budgeted Expenses                                            $17,269                $25,091                  $56,460              

        Net (Loss)                                    ($1,072)              ($12,980)                ($15,152)                                 

  

mailto:gautierdonna@gmail.com


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

The Bible Sunday School class m eet s via 

ZOOM. You can  com e t o  t he class f rom  t he 

com f o r t  o f  your  hom e o r  if  you are alread y 

at  church , via your  sm ar t  phone. Every 

Sunday at  9:30 AM w e have a w onder f u l 

God  f illed  exper ience in  our  conversat ions 

and  st udy. We are en joying Barbara Brow n 

Taylo r 's book The Lum inous Web, Essays on  

Science and  Relig ion . The essays in  t h is book 

have caused  us t o  t h ink about  our  f ait h  in  

new  w ays. Far  f rom  w eaken ing our  

ded icat ion  t o  t he church  and  God , t he lively 

and  in t r iguing essays help  us in t egrat e all 

aspect s o f  lif e t oget her . I hope a num ber  o f  

you w ill jo in  us.   If  you w ish t o join by 

ZOOM, call m e at  (478) 414 -6516 and I w ill 

f orw ard t he link. 

Joel D. Burns 

    FELLOWSHIP SUNDAY SCHOOL 

   We are Con t inu ing 

   t o  st ud y The  

   Liv ing  Word  b y  

   Elw ood    

   Worcest er . Th is  

   group  m eet s in   

   p erson  in  t he  

   p ar lo r  room  every 

   Sund ay  m orn ing                                       

   at  9:45.  We w ould  

love t o  have you jo in  us.                                             

-Bill Wer t s 

 

The Wed nesd ay n igh t  st ud y group  ret urned  

t o  t he church  f o r  p o t  luck sup p ers and  a 

d iscussion  o f  t he N. T. Wr igh t  b ook Broken 

Signpost s in  Ap r il. Th is b ook has b een 

f ascinat ing and  w e are t aking our  t im e t o  

savor  it . We hop e a num b er  o f  f o lks w ill jo in  

us in  t h is st ud y. If  you d o  no t  w ish  t o  

p ar t icip at e in  t he po t  luck, t he d iscussions  

b egin  ab out  7:00 P.M. Please jo in  us w het her  

you have t he b ook o r  no t ! The b ook is 

availab le on  Am azon. 

Broken Signpost s: How  Christ ian it y Makes 

Sense of  t he World : 

N. T. Wr igh t  argues t hat  every w or ld  view  

m ust  exp lain  seven  “signp ost s,” ind icat o rs 

inheren t  t o  hum an it y: Just ice, Sp ir it ualit y, 

Relat ionsh ip s, Beaut y, Freed om , Trut h , and  

Pow er .  

If  w e d o  no t  live up  t o  t hese id eals, our  

societ ies and  ind ivid ual lives b ecom e 

unb alanced , creat ing anger  and  

f rust rat ion —negat ive em ot ions t hat  d ivid e 

us f rom  ourselves and  f rom  God , he 

con t end s. Using t he Gosp el o f  John  as h is 

source, Wr igh t  show s how  Chr ist ian it y 

d ef ines each  signpost  and  illum inat es w hy 

w e so  o f t en  see t hem  as b eing "b roken" and  

unat t ainab le.  

Draw ing on  t he w isd om  o f  t he Gosp els, 

Wr igh t  exp lains w hy t hese signp ost s are 

f ract ured  and  d am aged  and  how  

Chr ist ian it y p rovides t he vision , guid ance, 

and  hop e f o r  m aking t hem  w ho le once 

again , u lt im at ely healing ourselves and  our  

w or ld .  -Joel Burns 
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      Limited Mobilit y 
Martha Chappell     
Helen Danuser       
 
 

Sandra Balfour has passed away, entering the Church Triumphant.                                                        

Please keep Reverend Susan and her family in your prayers as                                                                      

they grieve.  

Church Family: 

Beth Baarda, rehabilitating at a family home 
Harry Beck, immunotherapy; Clear of Cancer 
Nan Carpenter, recovering from fall at home 
Jenny Moore, broken pelvis                                                                                                                                                              
Peter Piro, bone cancer recurrence, at home 
     
Extended Family: 
Richard Applebury, Wesley Applebury’s father, stage 4 cancer, in   hospice                                                                                           
Michael Bledsoe, Mary Lucik’s grandson, multiple health concerns 
Brittany Caruthers, Sunda Coleman’s  niece, chemo treatment                                                                                                            
Susan Eilers, Mary Lucik’s friend, cancer surgery  
Dee Hartmann, Sandra Balfour’s sister-in-law, health issues 
Alonzo Kelley, Craig Callender’s father, Stage 4 Melanoma 
Elizabeth Knobel, Carolyn Morgan’s daughter, cancer stable 
Julie Montemayor, Becky Henderson’s mother, ongoing health concerns 
Chris Pearson, Sunda Coleman’s son, recovering at home; dialysis 
Runette Pounds, Sunda Coleman’s mother, ongoing health concerns 
Willy Sanders, Sunda Coleman’s cousin, ongoing health concerns                                                                                       

Bob Smart, Anne Smart’s husband, ankylosing spondylitis                                                                                               

Windy Spaide, Craig Callender’s sister, ongoing health concerns                                                                                           

Randy Stewart, Haywood Edwards son-in-law, ongoing health concerns 

 

 
 

In Assisted Living: 
Bryan Dempster, Green Acres, 313 Allen Memorial Drive, Milledgeville 31061 
Nancy Holbrook, The Dublin Place, 504 Fire Tower Rd, Dublin GA 31021 
Eloise Lamb, Fellowship Home at Meriwether, 10 Meriwether Place Milledgeville 31061 
Gloria Smith, Fellowship Home at Meriwether, 10 Meriwether Place, Ste 1110 
Suzy Smith, Savannah Court, 1061 Willow Run Rd, Unit 4, Greensboro GA 30642 

  
May 8~ Dorothy Elangwe 

May 9~ Catherine Dean 

May 12~ Masoma Odihe 

 

 

    
 
   

   

  

 

 

May 17~ John & Linda Bradley 

May 17~  
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