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Session Highlight s f or  January 2022  

Greet ings all, 

 

Alt hough w e have no t  b een ab le t o  m eet  recen t ly, I w ant  t o  reassure you t hat  w e 

are a d ed icat ed  group  o f  Session  m em b ers w ho are w orking t o  m eet  t he need s o f  

our  church  f am ily as w e go  t h rough t h is Ad vent  season and  b eyond .   

 

Rev. Susan had  asked  Jenn if er  t o  w ork on  our  Chr ist m as Eve service, and  she m et  

w it h  t hose w ho could  at t end  an  af t er  church  m eet ing and  t h is t ask w as com p let ed  

and  Session  is/w as grat ef u l f o r  her  t alen t . We hop e you en joyed  our  cand le ligh t  

Chr ist m as Eve service. It  w as a b lessing t o  m e t o  see so m any in  at t end ance t hat  

even ing and  everyone had  t heir  m asks on . Thank you all f o r  your  con t inued  sup p or t  

and  love. 

 

We have secured  ad d it ional p ulp it  sup p ly p ast o rs t o  help  us as Susan con t inues t o  

care f o r  her  m ot her , w ho has d ecid ed  t o  com e hom e w it h  hosp ice care. Please 

con t inue t o  keep  bo t h  o f  t hem  in  your  p rayers. 

 

As alw ays, if  you have concerns o r  need  p ast o ral sup p or t , p lease call anyone o f  your  

Eld ers o r  con t act  t he o f f ice.  We w ill sup p or t  and  help  you t h rough any issues.    

 

Let  us all st r ive f o r  m ore love, p eace and  hop e in  t he New  Year .   -Nancy Miller  



Take t he 21 day Racial Just ice Challenge: 

 

Day 1 . Read  t he PC(USA) churchw id e an t i-racism  p o licy, “Facing Racism  A 

Vision  o f  t he In t ercult ural Com m un it y,” at  f acingracism .o rg.                                                                          

Day 2 . St ud y t he Week One lesson  f rom  t he Facing Racism  St ud y Guid e.                                        

Day 3 . Wat ch  an  up d at ed  version  o f  t he Clark d o ll exp er im en t , w h ich  

exp lo res how  ear ly-in -lif e id eas o f  racial in f er io r it y and  sup er io r it y are 

in t ernalized .                                                                                                           

Day 4 . St ud y t he Week Tw o lesson  f rom  t he Facing Racism  St ud y Guid e.                                   

Day 5 . Read  t he reso lut ion  o f  t he 223rd  General Assem b ly o f  t he PC(USA) 

on  environm ent al racism .                                                                                                                                                

Day 6 . Wat ch  t he Presbyt er ian  Hunger  Program ’s w eb inar, “Im p act  o f  

Environm ent al In just ice on  Low  Incom e and  Com m un it ies o f  Co lo r.”                                                                 

Day 7 . Read  w hat  yout h  at  t he 2016 Tr ienn ium  learned  ab out  

environm ent al racism .                                                                                  

Day 8 . St ud y t he Week Three lesson  f rom  t he Facing Racism  St ud y 

Guid e.                                                                                                              

Day 9 . Choose a resource on  t he Doct r ine o f  Discovery t o  read  

f rom  f acingracism .o rg.                                                                                        

Day 10 . Wat ch  t he PBS d ocum ent ary “Unspoken: Am er ica’s Nat ive 

Am er ican  Board ing Schoo ls.”                                                                                                                                             

Day 11 . Take t he aw areness t est . Go  out  and  change w hat  you no t ice.                                    

Day 12 . St ud y t he Week Four  lesson  f rom  t he Facing Racism  St ud y 

Guid e.                                                                                                                       

Day 13 . Read  t he Con f ession  o f  Belhar. Ref lect  on  how  your  church  is 

using and  living in t o  it .                                                                                                                                                          

Day 14 . Visit  t he Presbyt er ian  In t ercult ural Net w ork’s w eb sit e. Connect  

w it h  a chap t er  near  you o r  inq uire ab out  creat ing one.                                                                                               

Day 15 . St ud y t he Week Five lesson  f rom  t he Facing Racism  St ud y Guid e.                               

Day 16 . Wat ch  t he TED Talk “How  t o  overcom e our  b iases? Walk bo ld ly 

t ow ard  t hem ” by Verna Myers.                                                                                                                                      

Day 17 . Read  “Wh it e Pr ivilege: Unp acking t he Invisib le Knap sack” by 

Peggy McIn t osh.                                                                                                 

Day 18 . St ud y t he Week Six lesson  f rom  t he Facing Racism  St ud y Guid e.                                   

Day 19 . No t ice t he st ruct ures and  p ract ices in  your  church. Raise 

q uest ions ab out  how  t hey help  or  h ind er  racial eq uit y.                                                                                                           

Day 20 . Engage: Suggest  st ud ying t he Facing Racism  St ud y Guid e as a 

church  o r  m id  council t o  your  lead ers.                                                                                                                                 

Day 21 . Act : Com m it  t o  d o ing t he challenge again. Invit e                       

som eone t o  jo in  you.  

https://facing-racism.pcusa.org/
https://facing-racism.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/facing_racism/facing-racism-study-guide.pdf
https://youtu.be/DYCz1ppTjiM
https://facing-racism.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/facing_racism/facing-racism-study-guide.pdf
https://www.pc-biz.org/#/search/3000297
https://youtu.be/IlJ3-1yweXE
https://presbyterianmission.org/eco-journey/2016/07/25/teens-gather-around-environmental-racism/
https://facing-racism.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/facing_racism/facing-racism-study-guide.pdf
https://facing-racism.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/facing_racism/facing-racism-study-guide.pdf
https://facing-racism.pcusa.org/
https://www.pbs.org/video/unspoken-americas-native-american-boarding-schools-oobt1r
https://youtu.be/Ahg6qcgoay4
https://facing-racism.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/facing_racism/facing-racism-study-guide.pdf
https://facing-racism.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/facing_racism/facing-racism-study-guide.pdf
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/belhar-confession/
https://www.pin-pcusa.com/
https://facing-racism.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/facing_racism/facing-racism-study-guide.pdf
https://youtu.be/uYyvbgINZkQ
https://nationalseedproject.org/Key-SEED-Texts/white-privilege-unpacking-the-invisible-knapsack
https://facing-racism.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/facing_racism/facing-racism-study-guide.pdf
https://facing-racism.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/facing_racism/facing-racism-study-guide.pdf
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5 Wednesday                         

in  person  Bib le 

St udy 6:30PM 

6  7 8 

10:00AM                  

De-greening of  t he 

church 

12 Wednesday                         

in  person  Bib le 

St udy 6:30PM 

13                           

2PM FPC Book Club  

14 15 

19 Wednesday                         

in  person  Bib le 

St udy 6:30PM 

20 21 

 

22 

26 Wednesday                         

in  person  Bib le 

St udy 6:30PM 

27 28 29 

    

                   

           
                        2022    

Elders on Session 

Class of 2021 ~ Grace Anne Azahar (Finance) Catherine Dean (Congregational Life) Marianne   

Edwards (Personnel) Class of 2022 ~ Lee Gillis (Property) Nancy Miller (Clerk of Session) Doris 

Moody (Worship) Anne Smart (Christian Education) 

 

 

Operations: The church office is now open 

Monday - Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 



MISSION AND MINISTRY 
   Food Pantry 

We have had  a st ead y num ber  o f  visit o rs on  Tuesdays 

as Food  Pan t ry d ist r ibut ion  has m oved  inside t he 

build ing again . Inst ead  o f  using t he par lo r  as t he 

gat her ing p lace, w h ich  w e had  done f o r  years b ef o re 

st ar t ing d r ive-t h rough  service, w e are having f o lks 

park in  t he back and  en t er  t he nursery door  w here 

t hey have b ecom e accust om ed  t o  see m e. Th is also  reduces t he am oun t  

o f  w alking f o r  t hose w ho  f ind  t hat  d if f icu lt . New  f aces con t inue t o  jo in  

t he ranks and  w e have served  7 new  f am ilies in  add it ion  t o  19 ret urn ing 

ones in  Decem ber .                                                                                         

 As I have in  t he past  coup le o f  years, I have d ist r ibut ed  calendars 

w h ich  had  com e t o  m e unso licit ed  and , t h is year , som e o f  t hose t hat  

cam e t o  you, as w ell. Our  visit o rs have been  eager  t o  choose one o r  t w o  

ap iece, and  t here are m any yet  t o  be t aken . Keep  t h is in  m ind  next  Fall 

w hen  you st ar t  t o  receive t hese it em s. My f ir st  ones cam e in  July!       

 Dur ing Decem ber , because w e have had  som e very generous cash  

donat ions in  t he past  f ew  m on t hs, it  w as d et erm ined  t hat  each  bag 

w ould  be accom pan ied  by a Chr ist m as card  con t ain ing a cash  gif t  f o r  

t hem  t o  use as t hey needed . Because recip ien t s w ere on ly handed  t he 

envelopes and  no t  t o ld  t here w as cash  enclosed , w e have no t  had  any 

f eedback on  t h is yet , but  som e o f  t hose f o lks w ill r et urn  in  January 

w it h , no  doub t , m any t hanks exp ressed  t o  you. I t hank you, as alw ays, 

f o r  your  generosit y.                                                                                         

 In  add it ion , t hank you f o r  in -kind  donat ions m ade t h roughout  

t he m on t h , but  par t icu lar ly f o r  t he 133 it em s b rough t  t o  t he Chr ist m as 

Eve service. Th is w as a n ice add it ion  t o  t he pan t ry and  add ed  a b it  o f  

var iet y t o  t he bags t o  be d ist r ibut ed  on  t he f o llow ing Tuesdays. Please 

con t inue t o  include t he basic it em s w e d ist r ibut e w hen  m aking your  

grocery shopp ing list s; t he need  con t inues.  -Donna Gaut ier  

           

Samaritan Ministry 

Op en ing t he b uild ing 

has increased  t he   

num b er  o f  p eop le  

com ing in  seeking help . 

We t hank t hose w ho 

have help ed  t h rough 

generous d onat ions t o  

help   con t inue t h is  

m in ist ry. Th is m ont h , 

w e help ed  f our  p eop le 

f o r  a t o t al o f  $474.58. 

There is a need  f o r      

ano t her  p erson  t o  help  

Bill as he aid s t hose 

w ho com e t o  us f o r    

assist ance. Please     

consid er  g iving o f  your  

t im e once a m ont h  f o r  

t h is m in ist ry. 

 

 TREASURER'S CORNER  
  
January is t rad it ionally a new  beginn ing. We have just  celeb rat ed  

Chr ist m as w it h  t he w onder  o f  t he m iraculous b ir t h .      

I t hank you f o r  your  f ait h f u lness in  2021. We have m uch  f o r  w h ich  t o  

be t hankf u l and  m uch  w ork t o  do  in  2022. Alm ost  everyt h ing w e need  

t o  do  w ill t ake m oney. Please look in t o  your  hear t s and  t ake st ock o f   

your  b lessings. May God  be w it h  you. 

    Joel D. Burns 

                                            October            November            2021 YTD                                                     

  Contributions                                                     $10,048                $23,035  $156,590                                                                                                         

  Other Income                                                         $683                    $683                    $10,129                                                                                                                        

  Total Income                                                      $10,731                 $23,718             $166,719 

  Budgeted Expenses                                            $16,647                 $12,868                 $168,697            

           Net (Loss)                                  ($5,916)                $10,850                  ($1,978)                                      

  



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 WEDNESDAY EVENING  

BIBLE/BOOK STUDY 

Our  group  is cont inuing t o  m eet  IN 

PERSON (w it h  social d ist ancing) 

b eginn ing at  6:30 P.M. Wed nesd ay 

n igh t s t o  st ud y The Gospel Accord ing  

t o Pau l:  The Creat ive Gen ius w ho 

Brough t  Jesus t o t he World  by Rob in  

Gr if f it h -Jones. Th is is a d ynam ic 

p o r t rait  o f  Paul t he m an, h is m essage 

and  h is w or ld . It  show s how  he used  h is 

relen t less energy t o  sp read  t he gosp el 

t o  alm ost  all t he Greek sp eaking 

p rovinces o f  t he Rom an em p ire. 

Joel D. Burns 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

 

 

We are m eet ing IN PERSON and  via ZOOM  at  

9:30 AM t o  st udy t he second  par t  o f  Walt er  

Brueggem ann 's ser ies on  Exodus, Delivered  

in t o Covenan t . Delivered  in t o Covenan t  

o f f ers a guide t o  t he second  half  o f  Exodus--

f rom  Israel's journey t h rough  t he w ilderness 

t o  Moun t  Sinai t o  t he est ab lishm ent  o f  t he 

t abernacle--d raw ing out  "p ivo t al m om ent s" 

in  t he t ext . Th roughout , Brueggem ann  

show s how  Exodus consist en t ly reveals a 

God  w ho  is in  rad ical so lidar it y w it h  t he 

pow er less and  w ho  is ded icat ed  t o  

cult ivat ing a covenan t  peop le w ho  act  t o  

repud iat e t he pow ers o f  em p ire. Quest ions 

f o r  ref lect ion  and  d iscussion  are included  at  

t he end  o f  each  o f  t he f our t een  chap t ers, 

m aking it  ideal f o r  ind ividual o r  group  

st udy. 

If  you w ish  t o  jo in  by ZOOM, call m e at  (478) 

414-6516 and  I w ill f o rw ard  t he link.           

Joel D. Burns 

The January m eet ing o f  t he First  Presb yt er ian  Book Club  

w ill be on  t he second  Thursd ay, January 13t h  at  2:00PM. We 

w ill be d iscussing t he t w o  t im e Pulit zer  Pr ize w inn ing aut hor  

David  McCullough 's b ook, The Great  Bridge: The Ep ic St ory of  

t he Bu ild ing  of  t he Brooklyn  Bridge . Th is is a saga (and  I d o  

m ean saga!) o f  an  engineer ing m iracle und er t aken  shor t ly 

af t er  t he Civil War , around  1870. It  is also  a nar rat ive o f  t he 

social clim at e o f  t he t im e as w ell as a t ale o f  heroes and  

rascals w ho had  a hand  in  eit her  const ruct ing o r  exp lo it ing 

t he en t erp r ise. (Has t he w ord  saga b een m ent ioned ?) 

We have several new  m em b ers t hat  have jo ined  our  group  recen t ly, and  you w ould  

b e w elcom ed  as w ell. We are a group  o f  p eop le t hat  en joy read ing t hought  

p rovoking b ooks and  m eet ing t oget her  t o  have a m ean ingf ul d iscussion  as a group . 

Looking f o rw ard  t o  seeing you on  t he t h ir t een t h , and  p lease b r ing your  suggest ions 

f o r  f ut ure read s t o  t he m eet ing. -Millie Murp hy 
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      Limited Mobilit y 
Martha Chappell     
Helen Danuser       
 
 

Church Family: 
Beth Baarda, rehabilitating at a family home 
Sandra Balfour, stage 4 pancreatic cancer, in hospice care 
Harry Beck, immunotherapy; Clear of Cancer 
Nan Carpenter, recovering from fall at home 
Dr. Joe Edwards, ongoing health concerns 
Peter Piro, bone cancer recurrence 
     
Extended Family: 
Judy K. Bledsoe, Mary Lucik’s daughter, possible surgery 
Michael Bledsoe, Mary Lucik’s grandson, multiple health concerns 
Brittany Caruthers, Sunda Coleman’s  niece, brain tumor                                                                                                            
Susan Eilers, Mary Lucik’s friend, cancer surgery  
Dee Hartmann, Sandra Balfour’s sister-in-law, health issues 
Alonzo Kelly, Craig Callender’s father, Stage 4 Melanoma 
Elizabeth Knobel, Carolyn Morgan’s daughter, cancer stable 
Julie Montemayor, Becky Henderson’s mother, ongoing health concerns 
Paula Mitchell Murray, Anne Smart’s sister, Stage 4 Melanoma 
Jeremy Murray, Sunda Coleman’s great nephew, surgery on his foot 
Chris Pearson, Sunda Coleman’s son, recovering at home; dialysis 
Runette Pounds, Sunda Colman’s mother, ongoing health concerns 
Willy Sanders, Sunda Coleman’s cousin, ongoing health concerns                                                                                       

Bob Smart, Anne Smart’s husband, ankylosing spondylitis                                                                                               

Windy Spaide, Craig Callender’s sister, ongoing health concerns                                                                                           

Randy Stewart, Haywood Edwards son-in-law, ongoing health concerns 

 

 
 

In Assisted Living: 
Bryan Dempster, Green Acres, 313 Allen Memorial Drive, Milledgeville 31061 
Nancy Holbrook, The Dublin Place, 504 Fire Tower Rd, Dublin GA 31021 
Eloise Lamb, Fellowship Home at Meriwether, 10 Meriwether Place Milledgeville 31061 
Gloria Smith, Highland Hills Village, 1660 Jennings Mill Road Watkinsville, GA 30677 
Suzy Smith, Savannah Court, 1061 Willow Run Rd, Unit 4, Greensboro GA 30642 

  
January 1~ Nan Rogers 

January 2~ Haywood Edwards 

January 3~ Elizabeth Wells 
  
January 7~ GraceAnne Azahar 

January 9~ Nancy Holbrook 
  
January 11 ~ Harry Beck 

January 21 ~ Frida Ituka 

January 24~ Ruby Werts 
 
January 31 ~ Rosemary Begemann 

 

January 29~ Dudley & Anne Weathers 
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